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My moft Worthy 
FATHER and FRIEND, 


My.Izaaxk W atron 


The Elder. 


PNYSY Eing you were pleafed fome 
BLS years paft, to grant me 
tec) your free leave to do what 
Ihave bere attempted;and 
obférving you never retraét any promife 


when made in favour even of your mea- 
) Az nef 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
neft friends + Laccordingly expett to fee 
thefe following particular Direttions for 
the taking of a Trout,to wait upon your 
better and more general Rules for alt 
forts of Angling : And,though mine be 
neither fo perfect, fo well digefted, nor 
indeed fo band(omely coucht as they 
might bave been, in fo long a time as 
fince your leave was granted; yet, I 
dare affirm them to be generally true: 
And they bad appeared too in fome- 
thing a neater drefs,but that I was fur- 
prizd witb the fuddain news of a fud- 
dain new Edition of your Compleat 
Angler ; fo that, baving but a little 
more than ten days time to turn me in, 
and rub up my memory (for in truth I 
have not in all this long time, though 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
Lave often thought on’t, ‘and almof 
as often refolu d togo prefently about it) 
L was’ forc't upon the inflant to {cribble 
what I bere prefent you: which I have 
aljfo endeavour'd to accommodate to 
your own Method. And,if mine be clear 
enough for the boneft Brothers of the 
Angle readily to underStand; (nbich 
is the only thing I aim at) then I bave 
my end: and [hall need to make no 
further Apology ; a writing of this kind, 
not requiring (if I mere MaSter of any 
fuch thing) any Eloquence to fet it off, 
or recommend it ; fo tbat if you,in your 
better Judgment or kinduefs rather,can 
allow it paGable for a thing of this na. 
ture > Tou will then do me bonour if 
the Gypher fixt and caru'd in the front 
- | a, 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
of my tittle filbing-houle may be bere 


explained: And, to permit me to at. 


tend you in publickwho in private have 
ever been, aim, and ever refolve tobe 


@ . . | 
Bir >. : 
Tour mot affedionate — 


| Son and’ Servant 


Berisford aa 
st ae a 


Charks Pate 
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neatia ANGLER. - 


OR, 


The Contemplative ME Man's : 


Recréacion. | 


“PART. II. 


CHAR! 
Pifcator Junior & Vistor. 


AEN ISCAT. You are happily overta- 
Be ken Sir 3 may aman be {0 bold 
© as to enquire how far you, travel 
oS\Y this way ? 
Wy. Viator. Yes fare Sir very. freee 
‘ly; though it be a queftion I can- 
not very welll xefolve you 5 as not knowing 
my elf how -far. it is to Afoborn, where I in- 
ing to night. to.take up my Inn. 
_ Fifer. ‘Why then Sir, feeing. I perceive you 
B 9 
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tobe a Stranger in thefe parts 5 I fhall take up- 
on meto inform you, that from the Town you 
laft came through, call’d Brelsford, it is five 
miles,and you are not yet above half'a mile on 
this fide. Rs 

Viat. Somuch! I was told it was but ten 
miles from Derby, and methinks I have rode 
almoft fo far already. | 

‘Pifcat. O Sir, find no fault with large mea- 
fure of good Land, which Derby-(hire abounds 
in, as much as moft Counties of England, 


Viat. It may be fo, and good Land I confefs 7 


affords a pleafant profpe@ : but by your good 
leave Sir, large meafure of foul way is not al- 
togeth er'fo acceptable. 

Pifcat. True Sir, but the foul way ferves to 
juftifie the fertilityof the foyl 5 according ‘to 
the Proverb: bere is good Land, where there 
is foul way; and is of good ufe to inform you 
oftheRiches of theCountry you are come into, 
and of its continual Travel, and Traffick to 
the Country Town you came from, which 
is alfo: very obfervable by the fulnefs of its 
Road, and the loaden Horfes you meet every 
where upon the way. - _ es 
- Vit. well Sir, I will be content to think as 
‘well of your Country, as you would defire, 
and-I fhall have a great deal of reafon both to 
think, and to fpeak very well of you, If I may 
obtain the happinefs of your, company : the 

oo : . fore+ 


cd 
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forementioned place, provided your affairs 
lead you that way, and that they will permit 
you to flack your pace out of complacency to 
a Traveller utterly a Stranger in thefe parts, 
and who am ftill to wander further out of my 
own knowledg. 

Pifcat. Sir, youinvite me to my own re 
vantage, and Iam ready to attend you: my 
way lying through that Town; but my bus 
finefs, that issmy home, fome miles beyond it z 
however I fhall have time enough to lodg you 
in your Quarters, and afterwards to perform 
my own Journey. In the mean time may I 
be fo bold as to enquire the end of your jours 
ncys 

Viat. °Tisinto Lancafhire Sir , and about 
{ome bufinefs of concern toa near Relation. of 
mine: for I affure you, I do not ufe to take 
fo long, Journeys, as trom Effex upow the fi ingle 
account of pleafure. - 

Pifcat. From thence Sir ! I do not then wone 
der you. (hould appear diffatisthied with the 
length of the Miles, and the foulnefs of the 
way : though I am forry you fhould_ begin to 
quarrel with them fo foon; for, believe me 
Sir, you will find the Miles much longer, and 
the way much worfe before you come to your 
Journies end. 

Viat, Why truly Sir for that sl am prepar’d 
to expe the worft,5, but methinks the way is 

Ba mended 
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mended fince I had the good fortune to fall in- 
toyour good company, 
:° Pifcat. You are not oblig’d tomy company 
for that: but becaufe you are already paft the 
worft, and the greateft part of your way to 
your Lodging. a ae 


” Viat, Yam very giad:to hear it, both for 


the eafe of my flf,and my Horfe ; but efpe- 
cially becaufe Imay then expect a ° freer en- 
foyment of your converfation 5 ‘though . the 
‘Chortnefs of the way will, I fear, make me lofe 
it the fooner. 

- Pifeat. ThatSir is not worth your cares and 
Jam fure you deferve much better, for being 
content with fo il] company:. but we have al- 
yeady talkt away two Miles of your Journey + 
for from the Brook before us, thatruns at the 
foot of this Sandy Hill,you have but three Miles 
to Afhborn, | | a ee | 
 Viat. 1 meet every where in this Country 
with thefe little Brooks, and they look as if 
they were full of Fifth; have they not Trouts 
fnthém? eh es 

- Pifeat. That is a queftion, which is to be 
excus’d in a Stranger as you are; otherwile, 
give me leave to tell you, it would feem a kind 
of affront to our Country, to make a doubt of 
_ what we pretend to be famous for, next, if not 
before,our Malt; Wool, Lead; and-Coles for 
you are to underftand, ‘that we'think we. have 


as 


ae ae 
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as many finé Rivers, Rivulets, and Brooks, as 
any Country whatever, and they are all full of . 
Trouts, and fome of them the bef ( it is faid ) 
by many degrees in England, | | 

Viet. Iwas firft Sir in love with you, and. 
now hall be fo enamour’d of your Country by 
this account you give meof it, as to wifh my 
{elf aDerby-fhireMan,or at leaft thatI might live 
init: for you muft know lama pretender to 
the Angle, and doubrtlefs a Trout affords the. 
moft pleafure to fhe Angler, of any fort of Fith 
whatever; and the beft Trouts, muft needs 
make the beft {port ; But this Brook, and. 
fome others J have met with upon this way, 
are too full of Wood for that recreati- 


on. 

Pifcat. This Sir! why this, and feveral o- 
thers like it, which you have paft, and fome 
that you are like to pafs,have {carce any name 
amongft us: but we can fhew you as fine Ri- 
vers, and as clear from wood, or any other 
encumbrance to hinder an Angler, as ary you 
ever faw ; and for clear , beautiful ftreams, 
Hant(bire itf{elf, by Mr. Izaak Walton’s good 
Jeaye, can fhew none fuchs nor J think and 
Country in Exrope. oO 
_ Viat. You go far Sir in the praife of your 
Country Rivers, and I perceive have read 
Mr Walton’s Compleat Angler by your naming 
pf Hentfhire, and J pray what is your opinion 

ofthat Book? B33 Pifea. 
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-Pifeat. My Opinion of Mr.Walton’s Book is . 


the fame with every Man’s, that underftands 
any thing ofthe Artof Angling, that it isan 


excellent good one, and that the forementio-. 


ned Gentleman under ftands as much of Fifh,and 


Fifhing as any Man living: but I muft tell you: 


further, that I have the happinefs to know his 
perfon, and to be intimately acquainted with 


him, and in him toknow the worthieft Man, | 
and to enjoy the beft, and the trueft Friend any 


Man ever had: nay, I fhall yet acquaint you’ 
further, that he gives me leave to call him Fa- 
ther, andI hope is not yet afham’d toown me 
_ for his adopted Son, i ee 
* Viat. In earneft Sir I am ravifht to meet 
_ with a friend of Mr. Jzaak Walton’s, and one 
that does him fo much right in fo good and 
truea Character; for I mutt boaft to you, that 
‘Ihave the gcod fortune to know him too, and 
came acquainted with him much after the fame 
manner Ido with you; that he was my Matter 


who firft taught me to love Angling, and then. - | 


to become an Angler; and tobe plain with 
you,I am the very Man decipher’d in his Book 
under the name of Vexator, for] was wholly 
addicted to the Chace; till he taught me as 
good, a more guiet, innocent, and lefs dan- 
serous diverfion, = 8 . - a 
Pifcat, Sir, I think my. {elf happy in your 
acquaintance, and betore we‘part fhall entreat 
, . ae. - Jeave 
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leave to embrace you; you have faid enough 

to recommend you to my beft opinion 3 for my 
Father Walton will be feen twice in no Man’s 
company he does not like, and likes none but 
fuch as he believes to be very. honeft men, 
which is one of the beft Arguments, or at leaft 
of the beft Teftimonies I have, that I either 
am, or that he thinks me one of thofe, feeing 
I have not yet found him weary of me. 

Viat. You {peak like atrue Friend, and in 
doing fo render your felf worthy of his friend- 
fhip. May Ibe fo bold as to ask your name ? 

Pifcat. Yes furely Sir, and if you pleafe a 
much nicer queftion, my name is and I 
intend to ftay long enough in your company, 
if I find you do not diflike mine, to ask yours 
too. Inthe mean time, becaufe we are now 
almoft at Afbborn, Ythall freely, and bluntly 
tell you, that I am a Brother of the Angle too, 
and peradventure can give you fome inftructi- 
ons how to Angle for a Trout in a clear River, 
that my Father Walton himfelf will not difap- 
prove, though he did either purpofely omit, 
or did not remember them, when you, and he 
_ fate difcourfing under the Sycamore Tree, And 
being you have already told me whether your 
Journey is intended,and that I am better ac- 
quainted with the Country than you are 3 I will 
heartily, and earneftly entreat, you will not 
think of ftaying at this Town’: but go-on with 

B 4 | me 


me fix Miles furtherto. my Houfe; where you 


fhall be extreamly welcomit is direCly in your’ 


way,we have day.enough to perform our. Jour- 
ney,& as you like yout.entertainment,you. may 
‘there repofe your felf a day or twosor as many 


‘more as your occations will permit, to recom- 


pence the trouble of fo mucha longer Journeys 
- Viat, Sit, you farprife me. with {o friendly 
aninvitation upon fo {hort acquaintance :. but 


‘how ‘advantagious foever it would be to me, _ 
and that my haf} perhaps.is not fo great, but = - 


it might difpenfe with {uch a divertifement as I 
promife my {elf in your Company 3_-yet 1. can- 
not in modelty accept your offer,& mutt theres 
fore beg your pardonit coald other wife,Icontels 
be glad to wait upon you, if upon no other.ac- 
count but to-talk of My.I. Waltox,and to receive 
thofe inftruGtions you fay yoy are able to give 
me for the deceiying a Trout 5 in which art f 
will not deny, but that Ihave an ambition to 
be one of the greateft deceivers 5, though I can- 
not forbear freely to tell you, that 1 think it 
hard to fay much more, than has been read_ ta 
me upon that fab, tt 
~ Pifcat; well Sir, I grant that. too 3. but, you 
muft know that the variety of Rivers, require 


different ways of Angling : however-you thall 
have’ the bef} Rules Jam able to give, and I. 


will tell you nothing | have not made my {elf 


8 certain of, as any Man can bein:thisty years 


" “experienct. 


fe th. 
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experience, ( for fo lang I have been a Ped 
in that art.) and that if you pleafe to fay a few 
‘days,. ‘yon;thall notin a very great.meafure feo 
) made. good .to you. But of that hereafter, 
and. now, Sir, if; |. am: not miftaken J have 
- half overcome. you; “and that | may wholly. 
conquer that modefty of yours, I will takeup- 

on me to be fo familiar as to fay, . you muft ace: 
— gept my _ invitation, which. that you may the 


more eafily. be per{waded: todo, Lwill tellyow 


. that my Houfe Rands upon the margin’ of one 
_ Of the fineft Rivers for Tronts, and grayling 
in England ; that I have Jately built a-fittle 

| Fi ithing Houfe upon it, dedicated to Avglers, 
over the door of whith’ you :willfee the two _ 
fixft Letters of my-Father Walton’s Ce an 4 
name and mine twifted in .Cypber 3 * ae pe 
that you thall lygin the fame Bed he, 7 PR, 
has fometimes been-contented with, ard have: 
neh Country entertainment, .as my .Eriends: . 
OMetimes accept, and be as welcome ta0, as! - 
the beft Friend of them-all. 7 


Viat. No doubt Sir, but my Mafler Walton a7 
found good reafon tobe {atistied with hisenter-: 


tainment in your, Houfe 3: for you who are fo. 
friendly to. a meer Stranger who deferves. fo, 
_. little, muft needs be exceedingly kind. and free . 


_ +. to-him who deferyes {o:‘much, _ 


"- Pifeat, Believe meno! and. Gis as are inti- 
| a — watt cist sebcleman, ee | 
; | im 


fo }§=©SThe Compleat Angler. Part. rr, 
him to bea Man, who will not endure to be 
treated likea Stranger. So that his acceptation 
of my poor entertainments, has ever beena 
pure effe& of his own humility, and good na- 
ture, and nothing elfe. - But Sir, we are now 
going down the Spittle Hill into the Town,and 
therefore let ‘me importune you fuddainly to 
refolve, ‘and. moft earneftly not to deny me. 

Viat. In truth Sir, am fo overcome by your 
Bounty, that I find I cannot , but muft ren- 
der my felf wholly ‘to be difpos’d by you. 

_ Pifeat. Why that’s heartily, and kindly fpo- 
ken, and I:as heartily thank you; and being 
you have abandon’d your felf to my condudt, 
we will only: call and drink a glafs on Horfe- 
back at the Talbot, and away. 

Viat. Lattend you, but what pretty River is 
this, that runs under this Stone-Bridg? has it 
aname ? | ‘ 

_. Pifeat. Yes,*Tiscall’d Henmore,and has in it 
both Trout, and Grayling; bit you will meet 
with one or two better anon. And fo foon as 
we are paft through the Town, I will endea- 
vour by fuch difcourfe as beft likes you to pafs 
away the time, till you come to your i]! Quar- 
ters, eo 
__ Viat. we. can talk of nothing with which ¥ 
fhall be more delighted than of Rivers and 
Angling. © a | 
~Pifcat. Let thofe be. the Subjeéts then, bue 
we 


> 
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we are now come to the Talbot, what will 
you drink Sir, Ale, or Wine, . 

Viat. Nay, 1 am for the Country liquor, 
Derby-fhire Ale, if you pleafe,; for a Man 
fhould not methinks come fromLondon to drink . 
Wine in the Peak, | 
 Piftct. You are in the right 5 and yet let me 
tell you, you may drink worfe . French. wine 
in many Taverns in London, than they have 
fometimes at this Houfe. What hoe! bring 
us a Flaggon of your beft Ale, and now Sir 
my fervice to you, a good health to the honeft 
Gentleman you know of, and you are welcome 
intothe Peak. oo 

_Viat, 1 thank you Sir, and prefent you my 
fervice again, and to all the honeft Brothers of 
the Angle. — : 

—Pifcat. Vile pledg you Sir, fo> there's for 
your Ale, and farewell. Come Sir, Iet us be 
going 4 for the fun grows low, andI would . 
have you look about you as you ride 3 for you 
will fee an odd Country, and lights, that will 
feem ftrange to you. © : | 


“ 
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CHAR In 


P! SCAT. So Sir,now we are got to the 


top of the Hill out of Town, look about 
you, and tell me how-you like the Coun- 


try. | | ete oe 
Viat. Blefs me! what Mountains are here ! 


“are we not in Wales ? 


_ Pifeat. No, but inalmoftas Mountainous a 
Country,and yet thefe Hills though high,bleak, 
and craggy, breed and feed good Beef, and 


Mutton above ground, and afford good ftore 


ofLead within 2. | |, 
Viat. They had need of all thofe commodi- 


tiesto make amends for the ill Land-fchape ; 
- But LT hope our way does not lye over any of 


thefe; for I dread a precipice. 


_ Pifcat. Believe me but it does, and down 


one efpecially, that will appear a little terrible 


toa Stranger: though the way is paffable e- 


nough, and fo paffable, that we who are Na- 


tives of thefe Mountains, and acquainted with © 


them, difdain to alight. 


Viat. 1 hope though that a Forraigner is pric 
viledged to ufe his own dilcretion,and that I 


may have the liberty to entruft my neck to the 


fidelity of my own feet, rather than to thofe 


of my Horfes for I have no more at home. 


Pifcas 


™~ 


caurfe, and by being fo ftraitned in that cour 
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 Pifcat. *T were hard elfe. But in the meat 
time I think ’twere beft while this way is pret- 
tyeven, to mend our pace, that we may be 
paft that Hill I {peak of, to the end your appre- — 
henfion-may not be doubled for want of light to 
difcern the eafinefS of the defcent. _ | 
Viat. Lam willing to put forward as faft as 


, My Beaft will give me leave § though I fear 
nothing in your Company. But what pretty 
_ River is this we are going into | 


Pifeat: Why this Sir is catléd BentlyBrook, 
and is full of very good-Trout, and Grayling ; 
but fo encumbred with wood in many places, 
as is troublefom to an Angler. 

Viat. Here are the prettieft Rivers, and the. 
moft of them in this Country that everI faw 5 — 
do you know how many you have in the Coun- — 


try? | 


Pifeat. 1 know them all, and they were not 
hard to reckon, were it worth the trouble 3. 
but the mof confiderable of them I will pre- 
fently name you. And to begin where we now 
are ( for you muft know we are now upon the 
very Skirts of Derby-(hire.) we have tirft the 
River' Dove, that we fhall come toby. and by, 
which divides the two Counties of Derby, and 


Stafford for many Miles together, and is fo 
call’d from the {wiftnefs of its current, and «> * 


that {wiftnefS occafion’d by the declivity‘of its 


- betwixt 


1406 @ he Compleat Angler. Parc. 11, 
betwixt the Rocks ; by which, and thofe very 
high ones, it is hereabout for four, or five 
Miles confin’d into a very narrow fireaam. 4 


_ River that from a contemptible Fountain 


¢ which l can cover with my Hat ) by the con- 
fluence of other Rivers, Rivulets, Brooks,and - 
Rills, is fwell’d, ( before it fall into Trent a 
little below Egginton, ( where it lofes the 
name, ) to fuch a breadth, and depth, as to 
be in moft places navigable,were not the paffage 
frequently interrupted with Fords, and Wires, 
and has aS:fertile Bancks, as any River in Exg- — 
| Land, none ¢xcepted. And this River from 
its head for a Mile or two is a black water (as 
all the reftof the Derby-jhire Rivers of note, o- 
riginally are,for they all {pring from theMoffes) 
but is ina few-Miles travel fo clarified by the 
addition of feveral clear, and very great {prings 
€ bigger than it felf.) which guth out of the 
Lime-fione Rocks, that before it comes to my 
~ Houfe,which is but fix, or feven Miles from its 
fource, you will find it one of the pureft Chry- 
ftalline reams you have feen. - 
Viat. does Frent {pring in thefe parts ? 

_ +Pifeat. Yes in thefe parts; not in this Ccun- 
ty, but fomewhere towards the upper end of 
Stafford-(bire,X think not far from a place call’d 
- Treutham, and thence runs down not far from 
Stafford to Wolfly Bridg and wafhing the skirts 
and purlews of the Forreft of _— runs 
—_ | own 
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down to Barton in the fame County; thence 
it comes into this where we now are, and run- 
ning by Swarkjton, and Dxnnington, receives 
Derwent at Wildox, and fo to Nottingham, 
thence to Newark, and by Gainsboreugh, to 
King(ton upon Hall, where it takes the name 
of Humber, and thence falls intothe Sea: bute 
that the Map will beft inform you. 

Viat. Know you whence this River Trent 
derives its name ? 

Pifcat. No indeed, and yet I have heard it 
often difcourft upon, when fome have given its 
denomination from the forenamed Trentham ; 
though that feems rather a derivative from it 5 
others have faid *tis fo call’d from thirty Ri- 
vers that fall into it,and there lofe their names, 
which cannot be neither, becaufe it. carries that 
name from its very Fountain,- before any other 
Rivers fall intoit ; others derive it from thirty 
feveral forts of Fith that breed there, and that 
is the moft likely derivation: But be it how it 
will, itis doubtlefs one of the fineft Rivers in 
the World, and the moft abounding with ex- 
cellent Salmon, and all forts of. delicate 
Fith. a 

Viat, Pardon me Sir for tempting you into’ 
this digreffion, and then proceed to your other 
Rivers , for 1am mightily delighted with this 
difcourfe. pe 8a 

Pifcat. It was no. interruption, bata very 


ca 
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feaforiable queftion ; for: Trent is‘not only one 
_ ofour’ Derby-frire Rivers,buw the chief of them, 
. ‘and into which all the rett: pay the Tribute of 
their ‘names, | which I had perhaps forgot to 
infift upon, being. got to.che other end of the 
_ County,: had you not-awoke my :memory. 
But 1 will now proceed, and:the.next River of 
note (for! will take them as they lye Eaftward 
. fgom_us). is the River Wye 5 I fay of note, for 
we have two leffer betwixt us and it, namely. 
Avathkin', and Bradford, of. which Latbkiz is 
many degrees the pureft; and moft tranfpa- 


’ rent ftream, that I ever yet faw either at home. 


or abroad; and breeds ’tis faid, the xeddeft, and 
the belt: Trouts.in England; but neither of 
_ thefe are-fo be reputed Rivers, being no better 
than great {prings. . The River Wye then has 
its fource near unto Buxtons, a Town fometen 
Miles from hence, famous for a warm Bath,and 
which you are to ride through . in your way.to- 
Manchefter, a black water too.at the Fountain 3 
but. by-the fame: reafon with Dove, becomes ve- 
ry {oon a moft delicate clear River, arid breeds 


admirable Trout,.and Grayling, teputed.’ by: 


- thofe, who, by living upon its Banks are par- 


tial to it;the beft:of any, and:this,running down = - 


by Afbford, Bakewell, and Haddon; at aTown 
alittle lower call’d Row/ly falls into Derwent, 
and there lofes its name. The next.in order 
Is Derwent a black water too,:and:that not only 

et , from 
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from its Fountain; but quite. through its pro« 


/ grefsnot having thefeChryftal {prings to. wath 


and cleanfeit, which the two forementioned: 
have 3 but abounds with Trout and Graylin 
(fuch as they are ). towards its fource, a 


with Salmon below.;: and this River. from the 


upper. and utmoft part of this County, . where 
it {prings, taking its courfe by mapa. 
Darly , Matlock, Derby, Burrow-Afb, and 


| Awherfen, falls into ‘Trent at ‘a: place call ‘do 


Wildon, and there lofes itsnames ‘The Ea 
fide of this County of Derby is bounded by 
little in¢onfiderable- Rivers, as Arber,Eroways, 
and the like, {carce worth naming, but Trouty 
too, and further we are not to enquire. But 


- Sir T have carried: you, as a Man may fay by 
. water, till we'are now come to the defcent of 


the formidable Hill I told. you. of, at the foot 
of which runs the River Dove, ‘which I cannot 
but love above. all the refi, and therefore Lig 
pare your felfto bea littlefrighted. = | 
Viat. Sir, T fee you would fortifie me, that 
I thould not thamemy felf: but-I dare follow 
where you pleafe to lead me, and I fee.no dan- 


ger-yet for. the defcent. methinks is thus far 


green, even, and eafy. . 
— ~Pife. You will like it worfe prefently’ when 
yon come to the brow of the Hill, and now we 


are there, what think you? . 


_ Viet. What do I chink? why ‘I think 
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it the fteanpeft place thateverfure Men, and: 


Hosfes went dawn,and that (if there. be any 
3 fafcty at all.) the fafeft way isto.alight.. « 

Pife. J think {0 too for you,who are mount- 
ed upon a Beaftinot acquainted: with thefe flip- 
pery: flonessarid though I frequently ride down, 
Swill alight:oo- to bear you company, and to 
lead. you: the way, and if a ret my Man 
fhall lead your Horfe. |. . 
0 Viat. Marry Sir, and. thank you too, for.I 
#m afraid I (hall have enough tado to.look to 
my flfs.and with my, Horfein-my hand 
fhould be in-a'double fear, both of breaking my 
neck, iand my Horfe’s falling, onme,for it is as 
ficep asa penthoufe. _. 

| Pife. ‘Fo dook down from betes it appears 
fo confefs;. but. the path winds and a aS 
will not be found fo troublefom. — 

Viats Wold -1 were:Well down though ! 
Hoift thee:! thére’s one fair {cape!. thefe ftones 


are fo flippety i cannot ftand! yet again! I think © 


‘I were befi fay my heeles i in. 1-my acck,and tum- 
ble down... 35: 

. Péfe. if: you: ‘think your r heeles will defend 
your neck, that:is the way to be foon at the 
bottom ; but give me your hand.at this broad 
-fione,. and then the worft is paf. - 
 — Viat. I thank you Sir, Iam now patti it, 
- Icango myfelé ‘What’s here the fignof a 
Bride’ ? Do you ufe to Travel. with wheel-bar- 
rows in this Country ? Pife. 
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Pife. Not that 1 ever faw Sir, why. aor 
ask that queftion ? 

'.Wiats Becaufe this Bridg. certainly was made 
for wothing elfe; why a moufe can hardly: £¢ o- 
ver it: ’Tis not two fingersbroads. 

.; Pife. You are pleafant, and Tam pled. ‘to fee 
you lo : but- J have rid over the Bridg many 
a dark night. 

1 -Viat. Why according tothe Frese) proverb, | 
and ‘tis a good ‘ one. atnong @ ‘great — of 
worfe fenfe and fund rte Tangua vos 
in, Ce gue Dix garde, eft bien gardé. They, 
whotn God takes care of are iti fate: piotection : 
but, ‘let me telf you,I would not ride over it for 
a thoufand pounds, nor fall off it fortwo 5 andl 
yet I think - I dase venture oh foot, though if 
you were net by: to laugh atime: {fhould dp | 
it on al]. four. - z 

Pifc. Well Sit; your mirth Becomes youjand 
fam glad: to fee ‘you fafe ‘over;:and now you 
~ are welcome info Ssafford-fhira, «|: 

‘Vist. How Stafford-thire |: whatdo I thete 
trow ! thereis not a oe of Stafford-feire ih 
all’ my direGigno ts soot 

Pifc. You fee you are beeray’d ‘into 104 
but it fhall bé i ofder to fomething that will 
miake amends { and: °tis but: an ill: Mile Or two 
: out of your way. “ 

Via, T believe all thing Sit, and doubt no- 
thing. Is this your beloved River Dese. “Tis 

C32 clear, 
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clear, and f{wift indeed, but a very little 
one. 7 = 

: Pifes *You fee it here at the worft ; we fhall 
come toit anon again after two Miles riding, 
and fo near as to lye upon the very Banks. 

_ Viat. Would we were there once;but I hope 
we have. ho more of thefe Alpes to pals o- 
ver. 

.. Pife.. No, no Sir, only this ca(cent before 
. you, which you -fee is not. very uneafy, and 
then you will ho more banshee with: your 
way. 

Viet, well,. €. ever i come to London ( of 
which many 2 Man there, .if he were in my 
place would make a queftion ; ). }. will fic down 
‘and write my Travels, and like Tom Coriate 
‘print them at-my own chaxge....: Pray what.do 

you call this Hill we comedown? ts 
4 Rife. Wecallit Henfon Toor... - 
: Viat: Why. farewell Hanfon Toot, Ple no 
more on thee; Fle go twenty Miles. about fir ft: 
‘Puh. I fweat ’ that my thirt. fticks to my 
back. 

Pife. Come Sir. now we are cup the Hill, and 
now howdo you? 

Viat. Why-very well 1 humbly thank you 
Sir, and ‘warm enough I affure you.What have 
we ‘here, a Church! As l?me an honeft Man a 
very prétty Church! Have ¢ you Churches i in 
this Country Sir ? 


ae oO Rife. 
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_Pife. You fee we have: but had you feen 
none, why fhould you make that doubt 
Sir ? i 


‘Viet. Why, if you will not be angry, D’le 
tell you, I thought my {elf a Stage, or two be- 
yond Chriftendom. | | | 

Pifc. Come, come, wee’l reconcile you to 
our Country before we part with you 3 if 
ne you good {port with Angling will 

o’t. : | 

Viat. My refpe&to you, and that together 
may do much Sir; otherwife,to be plain with 
you, I do not find my felf much inclin’d that 


way. 
Pifc, Well Sir, your raillery upon ourMoun= 
tains has brought us almoft home; and look 
you where the fame River of Dove has again 
met us to bid you welcome, and to invite you 
to a dith of Trouts to morrow. | 
Viat. Is this the fame we faw at the foot of 
oe Maxre? It is much a finer River 
ere. | 
Pifc. It will appear yet much finer to 
morrow. But look you Sir here appears the 
Houfe, that is now like to be your Inn,for want 
ofa better, | 
Viet, It appears on a fuddain, but not before 
twas lookt for, it ftands prettily, and here’s 
vvood about it too, but fo young, as appears 
to be of your ovvn planting.. | 
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P¥fe- It. if {0,: vvill it pleafe you to alight 
Sir; and novv pettnit:-me after all your pains: 
and dangers to take you in my arms, and- to 
affute you, that-you are infinitely vvelcome. + 
~ Viat.. Vthank youSir, and am glad with all 
my heartI am here, for, in down right truth, 
J amexceeding weary, ara 
_ Pife. You. will fleep fo much the better 3 
you thal! prefently have a light fupper, and to . 
bed, Come, Sirs, lay the Cloth, and bring 
what you have prefently, and let the Gentle- 
man’s Bed. be midde ready in the mean time 
in ty ‘Fatticr Waltons Chamber 3 and now 
Sir here is my fervice to you, and oncemore 
welcome... : | 
'Viat. I: marry Sir this glafs of good Sack 
has refrefht me, and le make as bold with 
your méat; fer the Frot has got mea good 
ftomach. ; i. oe 
 Pife. Come Sir fall tothen, you fee my lit- 
tle {irpper is always ready when I come home, 
and V’le make no Stranger of you, 
|’ Viet. That your Meal is fofoon ready is a 
_ fign yourServants know your certain hours, Sirs 
-—TeonfefS ¥ did not expe it fofoon; but now 
*tis here, you thall fee I will make my {elf no 
Strangers st : 
| Pife. Much good do your heart,aad I thank 
you for that friendly word: and now Sir my 
fervice to you ina Cup of More-Lands 
boas < ; elo ges ew : a - : . ¢ . or 


PE the ee ree Ee 
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for you are now in the More-Laxuds,but within 
a fpit,and a ftride of the peak; fill my Friend 
his Glafs. 

Viat. Believe me you have good Ale i in the 
Mere-Lands , far better than that at A/- 
born. er 

Pifc. That it may foonbe: for Afhborn has 
( which isa kind of a Riddle ) always in it the 
beft Mault, and the worft Ale in England. 
Come take away, and bring us fome pipes,and 
a bottle of Ale, and go to your owa Suppers. 
Are you for this diet Sir ? 7 

Viet. Yes Sir, am for one pipe of Tobac- 
pe ; and I perceive years is very goed by the 

meh. 1 GALT O: 

Pife. The beft I can get in Lonilow ¥iadfare 
you : But Sir,now you have thus far comply'd 
with my defigns, asto take a troublefom Jour- 
ney into an ill Country, only to {atisfie me ; 5 
how long may {hope to enjoy you? - 

Viet. Why truly Sir, as long as‘I conveni- 
ently can; and longer IT think so would not 
have me. | 

‘Pife, Not to your inconvenience by any 
means Sir,but [fee you are weary, .and there- 
fore I will prefently wait on you to yourCham- 
ber, where take Counfel of your pillow,and to 
morrow refolve me. Here take the lights, 
and pray follow them, Sir ; Here you are 
like to lye, and now <I have fhew’d you 

C 4 your 
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your: Lodging, I befeech you command 
_ cany thing you want,- and fo I with you 


reft. 
- Viae. Good night Sir. 


CHAP. HI, 


P ISC.Good morrow Sir, what up and: dreft 
fo early ? ee 


. Viat.Yes Sir, havebeen dreft this half hour; 
for I refted fo well, and have fo greata mind 
either to take, or to fee a Trout taken in your 
fine River, that U could no longer lye a bed. - 

' Pife. Jam glad to fee you fo brisk this mor- 
ning, and fo eager of {ports though I mutt 
tell you, this day proves fo calm, and the Sun 
rifes fo bright, as promifes no great fuccefs to 
the Angler: but however we’l try, and one 


way or other we fhall fare do fomething.What — 


will you haveto your breakfaft, or what will 
© you drink this Morning. -- - 
| Viat. For BreakfaftI meyer eat any,and for 
Drink am very indifferent; but if: you pleafe 
to call foraGlafs of Ale, I’me for yous and 
Iet it be quickly if you pleafe: for I long to 
fee the little Fi(hing-houfe you fpoke of, and to 
| Pife, 


be at“my Leffon. 
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Pife.Well Sir,You fee the Ale is come with- 
out Calling ; for thoughI do not Know yours, 
my people know my diet, which is always one 
Glafs fo foonas 1am dreft , and no more till 
Dinner , and fo my Servants have ferved 
you. 

_ Viat. My thanks, and now if you pleafe let 
us look out this fine morning. — moe 

Pife. With all my heart, Boy take the Key 
of my Fithing-houfe,and carry down thofe two 
Angle-Rods in the Hall window thither, with 
ttiy Fifth-pannier, Pouch,and landing Net, and 
{tay you there till we come. Come Sir we'l 


walk after , where by the way I expe& you 
fhould raife all the exceptions ayainft- our . 


Country you can. | 

Viat. Nay Sir, donot think me foill natur’d, 
nor fo uncivil,I only made a little bold with it 
Jaft night to divert you, and was only in 


. 


jeaft. 
' ‘You were then in as good earneft as I am 
now with you : but had you been really angry 
at it, I could not blame you: For, to fay the 
truth, it is not very taking at firft fight; But 
‘look you,Sir,now you are abroad, does not the 
’ Sun fhine as bright here asin Effex, Middlefex, 
or Kent, or ary of your Southern Coun- 
tries ? _ a 


- Viat. Tis a delicate Morning indeed, and I : 


rfow think this a marvellous, pretty place. 


* 
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_ Pifc.Whether you think {0 or no;you cannot 
oblige me. more than to fay {0 5 and thofe of 
my friends. who know my humour, and are 
fo kind as.to ‘comply with it, ufually flatter. me 
that way.;- But look you Sir, now you are at 
the brink of the Hill, how do you like my Ri- 
ver,the Vale it winds througti like a Snake,and 
the fcituation of my little Fithing-houfe ? — 
Viet. Truk me ’tis all very fine,and the houfe 
fcems at this diftancea neat building. . 
- Pifes Good enough for that purpofe; and — 
here is a bowling Green too, clofe by it, fo 
though Iam my felf no very good bowler, I 
amnct totally devotedto my own pleafure ; 
but that I have alfofome regard to other men’s. 
And now Sir you are come to the door, pray 
walk in, and there we will fit, and talk as long 
as you pleafe. | 
 Viat. Stay, what’s here over the door ? Pif- 
¥ Thereisunder e&toribus facrum. * Why then 
this Motto, the I perceive 1 haye fome Title 
Cifer mentioned here, for lam one of them, 
on ane Pye: though one of the worft, and 
part of theFith. here below it is the Cifer too 
ing-houfe has you {pokeof, and ’tis prettily 
been diferi’d; contriv’d.. Has my Mafter 
butythe jleafant-  Wgleon ever been here to fee it} 


nefsof the Ri: : : 
wer, Mountains, %O¥ it feems new built ? 


and Meadows about it cannot 5 ualess Sir Philip Sidney, , 
or Mr,Cotton s Father were again aliveto doite ° 
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. Pife. Yes-he faw it cut in the ftone before ie 
was fetup5 but. never in the pofture it now 
ftands ; for the houfe was but building when he 
was lafthere, and not rais’d fo high as the 
‘Arch of the dore, andI am afraid he will not 
fee it yet 5 for hehas lately writ me word he 
- doubts his coming down this Summer, which I 
do affure you was the worft news he could pof- 
fibly have fentme. | 
Viat. Men mult fometimes mind their af- 
fairs to make more room for their pleafures ; 
and *tis odds he is as much difpleas’d with the 
bufinefs, that keeps him from you, as you are 
_ that hecomes not. But Iam the moft pleafed 
with this little houfeof any thing! ever faw: 
It ftands in a kind of Peninfula too, with a de- 
licateclear River about it. I dare hardly go 
in, left I fhould not like it fo well within as 
without 3 but by your leave,I’le try. Why,this 
is better and better, fine lights, finely wainfco- 
ted,and all exceeding neat, with a Marble Ta- 
ble and all in the middle! 
Pife. Enough,Sir,enough, I have laid open 
to youthepart where 1 can worft defend my 
_ felf, and now you attaque me there. Come 
Boy fet two Chairs, and whillt I am’ taking a 
Pipe of Tobacco, whichis alwaiesmy Break- 
fa{t, we will, if you pleafe, talk of fome other 
SubjeQ. a } 


Viat, 
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2 Viat. None fitter then Sérfor the time and 
place,than thofe InftruGtions you promis’d. 

: Péfc.l begin to doubt,by fomethingldifcover 
ia you, whether I am able to inftru@ you,or no} 
though, if you are really a ftranger to our clear 
Northern Rivers I fillthink I can; and there- 
fore, fince it is yet too early in the morning at 
thistimeof the year, to day being but the Se- 
venth of Murch,to caft a Flie upon the water,if 
you will direct me what kind of Fithing for a 
Trout I thall read youa LeQure on, Iam wil- 
ling and ready toobey you. . 

Viat, Why Sir, if you will fo far oblige me, 
and thatit may not be too troublefome to you, 
‘would entreat you would run through the 
whole body of its and I willnot conceal from 
you, that lam fofar in love with you, your _ 
courtefie, and pretty Moreland Seat, as to re- 
folveto fay with you long enough by Inter- 
vals (for I-will not opprefs you) to hear all you 
can fay upon that Subject. : 
Pifc. You cannot oblige me more than by 

fuch a promife, and therefore without more 
Céremony I will begin to tell you; that my 
Father Walton having read to you before, it 
would look like a prefumption in me, and per- 
adventure would do fo in any other man, to 
pretend to give Leffons for angling after him, 
whol do really believe underftandsas much of 
it, at leaft as any man in England.did I not pre- 
| | acquaint 
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acquaint you, that Iam not tempted to it by 
any vain opinion of my felf, that I am able to 
give you better direétions.; but having 
from my Childhood purfued* the recrea- 


_ tion of angling in very clear Rivérs (truly I 


think by much(fome of them at leaft.) the clea- 
reft in this Kingdom) and the manner of Ang- 
ling here with usbyreafon of that exceeding - 
elearnefs, being famething different from the 
method commonly us’d in others, which by be- 
ing not near fo bright, admit of ftronger tac- 
kle, and allowa nearer approach ¢o. the fiream} 
I may peradventure give you fome InftruGi- 
ons, that may be of ufe evenin your own Ri- 
vers,and hall bring you acquainted swith more 
Flies, and thew you how to make:them, and 
with what dubbing too, than he -has'takenno- 
ticeof inhis Compleat Angler. = 

I befeech you Str. do, and if you will lend 
me-your Steel, 1 will light a Pipe, the.while, for 
that iscommonly my Breakfaft, in a morning 
too. | 


CHAP. 
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p*%: Why then Sir,to begin methodically, 

asa Mafter in any Art fhould do-(and I 
will not deny, but that I think my felf.a Ma- 
fier in this) I fhall divide Angling for Trout or 
Grayling into thefe three waits 


| Atthe Top, 
At the bottom, and - : 
. | In ied Middle. oon 


Which three ways, though they are all-of 
them (as I hall: hereafter endeavour to make 
it appear’) i {othe fort common to both ‘thofe 
kinds of Fifh ; yét are they not fo generally and 
abfolutely fo, "but chat they will neceffarily re- 
quire a ditindtion, Rae. = ia ae i ds 
alfo give you. - ! 


That which we call nal: at the top, is 
with a Flie; 

At the bottom with a grenade 

In the middle with a Minnow , or Ground- 
bait. | 


Angling 


Nee 
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Angling at the Top is of two forts, 


With a quick, Flie: 
or, 
With an artificial Flie, 


- That we call Angling at the bottom i is alfo 
of two forts, 


By hand - 
Or, 
W ith a Gork; ‘or Float. 


That we call Angling | in the middle is al 
of ¢ two. forts.. 2 


i a4 isb a Mine stl 4 Tent: ; 
“Witbe Grund ait for a Grayling 


Of all which feveral forts of Angling,I will, 
if you can have the-patience to rid me, give 
yea the bef account h can: 

Viat. The trouble willbe yours , ‘aind mine 
the: ‘pleafure.. and the: obligation: 1: befeech™ 
srs therefore to proceeds. 

od — then: = as f Fie-Fithing,- 


- NU a. Yous : tbe 
“ a yee er roe ok ae i 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Elie-Fipbing. 


p* C. Flie-Fithing or-Fithing at the top,is,as 
Lfaid before, of two forts, ian 


With a naturatend living Flie: 
or. . 
With an artifleial and made Flie. 


- Firft then of the natural Flies of which we 
generally ufe but two forts, and thofe but in 
the two months of May and Fxxe only, name- 
ly the Grees Drake, and the Stone-F liesthough 
TE have made ufe of a third that way, called the 
Chamblet-Flie with very. good fuccefs for Gray- 
ling, but never faw it angled with by any o- 
ther after this manner, : my: Matter only. excep- 
ted, who did. many yearsago, and was ‘onc of 
the beft Anglers, that ever bimew. 
- Thefe.are to be - angled with, with:a fhort 
Line, not much more than: half the: length of 
your Rod, if the air be Gills) or with -a longer 
very near,or all out as loiig as your Rod, .#f you 
have any wind tocarry it from you, and this 
way of Fithing we call Daping,Dabbing ox Dib- 
ling, wherein you are-always to have i 
| | ine 
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Line flying, before you up or down the River as 
the wind ferves, and to angle’ as near as you 
_ can tothe bank of the fame fide whereon you 
ftand , though where you feea Fifth rife near 
you, you may guide your quick Flie over him, 
whether in the middle, or on the contrary fide, 
and if you are pretty well out of fight,either by 
kneeling,or the Interpofition of 4 bank,or buth, 
you may almoft be furé to raife; and take him 
too, ifit be prefently done;thé Fith will other- 
wife peradventure be remov’d to fome other 
place, if it bein the ftill deeps, where he is al- 
ways in motion, and roving up and downto | 
look for prey, though ina ftream, you may al- 
waies almoft, efpecially if there be a good ftone 
near, find him in the fame place. Your Line 
ought in this Cafe to be three good hairs next 
the hook, both by reafon you are in this 
kind of angling, to expe& the biggeft Fith, 
and alfo that wanting length to give him Line 
after he is ftruck, you muftbe forc’t to tugg 
for’t; to which I willalfo add, that not an 
Inch of your Line being, to be fuffered to touch 
the water in dibbling ; it may be allow’d to 
be the ftronger. I fhould now give you a De- 
{cription of thofe Flies,their fhape and colour, 
and then give youan account Of their breed- 
ing, .and withal fhew you how to keep and 
ufethem 5 but fhall defer that to their proper 
place and feafon. Ve 

, a») Viat. 


™ 
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 Viat. In earneft,Sir, you difcourfe very rati- 
onally of this affair, and I am glad to find my 
felf miftaken in you 3 for in plain truth Idid 
not expect fo much from you. | 

Pife. Nay Sir, I can tell you a great deal 
rrore than this, and will conceal nothing from 
you. But I muft now come to the fecond 3 
of angling at the top, which is with an arti- 
ficial Flie, which alfo I willfhew you how to 
make before J have done, but firft -thall ac. 
quaint you,that with this you are to angle with 
a Line longer by a yard and a half, or fome- 
times two yards than your Rod, and with both 
this, and the other ina ftill day in the ftreams, 
in abreeze , that curles the water in the ftill 
deeps, where (excepting in May and June, 
that the.beft Trouts will lyein thallow ftreams 
to watch for prey, and even thentoo) you are 
like to hit the beft Fith. 

For the length of your Rod you are always 
tobe govern’d by the breadth of the River 


- you thal! chufe to angle at; and for a Trout Ri- 


ver, oneof five or fix yards long is common- 
ly enough, and longer (though never fo neatly 
and artificially made) it ought not tobe, if you 
intend to Fith at eafe, and if otherwife,where 
lies the {port ? 
_ OF thefe, the beft that ever] faw are made 
in York-(bire , which are all of one piece ; 
that is to fay, of feveral, fix), eight, ten or 
< | : twelve 


way . 


GF a PO ate ae * 
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twelve pieces, fo neatly piec’t, and ty’d together 
with fine thred below, and Silk above, as to 
make it taper, like a (witch, and to ply with 
atrue bent to your hand 3 and thefe are too 
light, being made of Fir wood, for two or © 
three lengths, neareft tothe hand, and of o« 
ther wood nearer to the top, that a Man might 
very eafily manage the longeft of them that ¢ 
ver I faw, with one hand, and thefe when — 
you have given over Angling for a feafon, 
being taken to pieces, and laid up in fome dry 
place, may afterwards be fet together again in 
their former poftures, and will be as firaic, 
found, and good as the firft hour they were 
made, and being laid in Oyl and colour ac- 
cording to your Mafter Waltens direCtion, will 
Jaft many years. | 

' The length of your fine, to a Man that 
knows how to handle his Rod, and to caft it,is | 
no manner of encumbrance,excepting in woody 
places, and in landing of a Fith, which every 
one that can afford to Angle for pleafure, bag — 
fome body todo for him, and the length of 
lineis a mighty advantage to the fithing at 
diftance 5 and to fith fine, and far off is the 


~ .firft and principal Rule for Trout Angling. 


Your Line in this cafe fhould never be lefs, 
nor ever exceed two hairs next to the hook, 
for one ( though fome I know will pretend to 
more Art, than their fellows ) is indeed too 

“De2 few 
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few, the leaft accident, with the fineft hand 
being fufficient to break it: but he that cannot 
killa Trout of twenty inches long with two, 
in a River clear of wood and weeds , as this 
and fome others of ours are, deferves not the 
name of an Angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to 
be, two of the firft lengths, nearef the hook, 
fhould be of two hairs a piece, the next three 
lengths above them of three, the next three 
above them of four, and fo of five, and fix, 
and feven, to the very top: by which means 
your Rod and tackle will ina manner be taper 
from your very hand to your hook; your line 
will fall much better and firaiter, and caft your 
Flie to any certain place to which the hand 
and eye fhall dire@t it, with lefs weight and 
violence, that would otherwife circle the wa- 
ter, and fright away the fith. | 

- Incafting your line, do it always before you, 
and fo that your flie may firft fall uponthe wa- 
ter, and as little of your line with it as is 
poffible, though if the vvind be ftiff, you will 
_ then of neceffity be compell’d to drown a good 
part of your line to keep your flie in the water: 
and incafting your flic, you muft aim at the 
further, or nearer Bank, as the wind ferves 
your turn, which alfo vvill be with, and a- 
_ gainft you on the fame fide feveral times in an 
hour, as the River vvincsin its courfe, and 

. you 
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you will be forc’t to Angle up and down by 


' turns accordingly 5 but are to endeavour, as 


much as you can, to have the wind evermore 
on your back, and always be fure toftand as 
far off the Bank as your length will give you 
leave when you throw to the contrary fide, 
though when the wind will not permit you 
fo to do, and that you are conftrain’d to Angle 
on the fame fide whereon you ftand, you muft. 
then ftand on the very brink of the River, and 
caft your Flie at the utmoft length of your 
Rod and Line, up or down the River as the 
gale ferves. 

It only remains, touching your Line, to 
enquire whether your two hairs next to the 
hook, are better twifted, or open 3 and for 
that , I thould declare that I think the Open 
way the better, becaufe it makes lefs thew in 
the water, but that I have found an inconve- 
nience, or two, or three, that have made me 
almoft weary of that way ; of which one is, 
that without difpute they are not fo ftrong 
twifted, as open 3 another, that they are not 


eafily to >be falined of fo exadt an equal length 
in the arming, that the one will not caufe the 


other. to bagge, by which means a Man has 
but one hair, upon the matter, to truft to 3 
and the laitis, that thefe loofe flying hairs are 


not only more apt to catch upon every. twig , 
or bent they meet with ;but moreover the 


D 2 hook, 
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hook, in falling upon the water, will very of- 
ten rebound,and fly back betwixt the hairs, 
and there ftick ( which in a rough water efpe- 
cially, is not prefently tobe. difcern’d by the 
Angler ) foas the point of the hook fhall ftand 
revers’t, by which means your Flie {wims 
backward, makes a much greater circle in the 
water, and till taken home to you, and fet 
right, will never raife any Fith, or if it fhould, 
Tam fure, but by a very extraordinary chance, 
can hit sone. | 

_ Having done with both thefe ways of fifhing 
at the top ; the length of your Rod, and Line 
and all: Iam next to teach you how to make 
a Flie; and afterwards of what dubbing you 
areto make the feveral Flies I hall hereafter 
name to you. 

In making a Flie then ( which is not a 
Hackle or Palmer Flie for of thofe, and their 
feveral kinds we fhall have occafion to {peak 
every Month in the Year ) you are firft tohold 
your hook faft betwixt the fore finger and 
thumb of your Icft hand, with the back of the 
fhanck upwards, and the point towards your 
fingers end; then take a {trong fmall filk of the 
colour of the Flic you intend tomake, wax it 
well with wax of the fame colour too (to 
which end you are.always ( by the way ) to 
have wax of all colours about you ) and draw 
it betwigt your finger and ‘thumb, to the head 

a nl 
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of the fhanck, and then whip it twice or 
thrice about the bare hook, which, you muft 
know,is done, both to prevent flipping, and 
alfo that the fhanck of the hook may not cut 
the hairs of your Towght,which fometimes 
it will otherwife do) whichbeing done, take 
your Line, and draw it likewife betwixt your 
finger and thumb, holding the Hook fo faft, 
as only to fuffer it to pafs by, untill you have 
the knot of your Towght almoft to the mid- 
dle of the fhanck of your hook, on the infide 
of it, then whip your filk twice or thrice a- 
bout both hook and Line,as hard as the ftrength 
of the filk will permit, which being done, ftrip 
the feather for the wings proportionable to the 
~ bignefs of your Flie, placing that fide down- 
wards, which grew uppermoft before, upon 
the back of the hook, leaving fo much only as 
to ferve forthe length of the wing of the point 
of the plume, lying revers’t from the end of 
the fhanck upwards , then whip your filk 
twice, or thrice about the root end of the fea- 
ther, hook, and towght, which being done 
clip off the root end of the feather clofe by the 
arming, and then whip the filk faftand firm a- 
bout the hook, and,tought untill you come to 
the bend of the hook: but not further (as 
you do at London , and fo make a very un- 
handfom, and,in plain Exgtifb,a very unnatural 
and (hapelefs Flic ) which. being done , cut 

D4 ~~ away 
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away the end of your tought,and: faften it,and 
then take your dubbing which is to make the 
body of your Flie, as much as_ you think con- 
venient, and holding it lightly, with your 
hook, betwixt the finger, and thumb of your 
left hand, take your filk with the right, and 
twifting it betwixt the finger and thumb of 
that hand, the dubbing will fpin it felf about 
the filk, which when it has done,whip it about 
the arm’d hook backward, tiJl youcomé to 
the fetting on of the wings; and then take 
the feather for the wings, and divide it equally 
into two parts, and turn them back towards 
the bend of the Hook, the one on the one fide, 
and the other on the other of. the fthanck, 
holding them faft in that pofture betwixt the 
fore finger, and thumb. of your left hand, 
which done, warp them fo down, as to ftand, 
and flope towards the bend of the hook, and 
having warpt upto theend of .the fhanck,hold 
the Flie faft- betwixt the finger and ‘thumb of 
your left hand, and then take the filk betwixt 
_ the finger, and ‘thumb of your right’ hand,. 
and where the warping ends, pinch or nip it 
with your thumb nai) againft your finger, and 
firip away the remainder of your dubbing 
from the filk,and then with the bare filk whip it 
Once or twice about,make the wings to ftand in 
due order, faften, and cut it off 3 after which 
with the point of a needle raife.up the dubbing 
ae ~ F : gently 


ce la 
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gently from the warp, twitch off the fuper- 
fluous hairs of your dubbing, leave the wings 
of an equal length ( your Flie will never elfe 
{wim true ) and the work is done. And this 
vvay of making a Flie ( vvhich is certainly 
the beft of all other .) vvas taught me by a 
Kinsman of mine, one Captain Henry Fackson, 
a near neighbour, an admirable Flie Angler, 
by many degrees the beft Flie maker, that ever 


Tyet met with. And now that I have told 


you how a Flie is to be made, you thall pre- 


fently fee me make one, vvith vvhich you may 


peradventure take a Trout this morning, not- 
vvithftanding the unlikelinefs of the day 3 for 
it is now nine of the Clock, and Fith vvill | 
begin to rife, if they vvill rife to day; I will 
vvalk along by you, and look on, and after 
dinner I vvill proceed in my lecture of Flie- 
Fifhing. | 

Viat. 1 confefs 1 long tobe at the River, 
and yet I could fit here all day to hearyou: 
but fome of the one, and fome of the other 
will do well: and I havea mighty ambition 
to take a Trout in your River Dove. 

Pife. I vvarrant you fhall: I would not for 
more,than I will {peak of but you fhould,feeing 
Ihave foextoll’d my River to you: nay I vvill 
keep you here a Month, but you fhall have one 
good day of {port before you go. 

Viat, You vvill find, med.doubt too ante 
| | | : 
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ble that vvay 3 for in good eatneft, if bufinefs 
vvould give me leave, and that if it vvere 
fit,I could find in my heart to ftay with you for 


ever. | 

Pife. 1 thank you Sir, for that kind expreffi- 
on, and now let me look out my things to make 
this flie. 7 | | 


CHAP VL 


ISC. Boy, come give me my dubbing ba 

here prefently ; and now Sir, fince I fird 

you fo honeft aman, I will make no fcruple 

to lay open my Treafure before you. | 

Viat. Did every any one fee the like! What 

a heap of Trumpery is here! certainly never 

an Angler in Exrope has his fhop halt fo well 
furnifht, as you have. -- 

Pife. You perhaps may think now, that I 
rake together this Trumpery, as you call it, 
for thew only, to the end that fuch as fee it 
(which are not many Iaffure you} may think 
me a great Mafter in the Art of angling: but 
let me tell you here are fome colours (as con- 
temptible as ne feem here)that are very hard 
*o be got, and {carce any one of them, which 

| if 
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if it fhould be loft, I fhould not mifs, and be 
concern’d about the lofs of it too, once inthe 
year ; but look you, Sir, amongft all thefe I 
will chufe out thefe two colours only,of which 
this is Bears-hair, this darker no great matter 
what 3 butIam fure Ihave kill’d a great deal 
of Fith with its and with one or both of thefe 
you fhall take Trout or Grayling this very day, 
notwithftanding all difadvantages , or my Art 
fhall fail me. 

Viat. You promife comfortably, and I have 
a great deal of reafon to believe every thing 
you fay; but I wifhthe Flie were made, that 
we were at it. 

Pife. That will not be long in doing: and 
pray obferve then. You fee firft how I hold 
my hook, and thus I begin. Look youhere are ~ 
my firft two or three whips about the bare 
hook, thus I joyn hook and line, thus I put on 
my wings, thus Itwirle and Jap onmy dub- 
bing, thus I work it up towards the head ,thus 
I part my wings, thus Inip my fuperfluous 
dubbing from my &lk, thus faften, thus trim 
and adjuft my Flie,and there’s a. Flie made,and 
now how do you like it ? | 

Viat. In carneft,admirably well, and it pere 
fe&tly refembles a Flies but we about London 
make the bodies of our Flies both much bigger — 
and Jonger, fo long as even aJmoft to the very 
beard of the Hook, ne 
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Pife. 1 know it very well, and had one of 
thofe Flies given me by an honeft Gentleman , 
who came with my Father Walton to give me 
a Vifit,which (to tell you thetruth) I hung in 
my parlour Window to laugh at : but Sir,you 
know the Proverb, They who go to Rome, mut 
do as they at Rome do; and believe me you muft - 
here maxe your Flies after this fafhion, or you 
will take no Fifth. Come I will look you out 
a Line, and you (hall put it on,and try it. There 
Sir, now I think you are fitted, and now be- 
yond the farther end of the walk you (hall be- 
gin, I fee at chat bend of the water above,the 
air crifps the water a little, knit your Line firft 
here, andthen go up thither,and fee what you 
cando. : 

Viat. Did you fee that Sir ? — 

Pifc. Yes, 1 {aw the Fifh, and he faw you too, 
which made him turn fhort, you muft hth fur- 
ther off, if you intend to have any {port here, | 
this is no New-River let me tell you. That 
wasagood Trout believe me, did you touch 
him ? | a 

Viat. No, 1 would Ihad,we would not have 
parted fo. Look you there was another 3 this 
is an excellent Flic. 4 

Pifc. That Flie lam fure would kill Fifth, jf 
the day were right , byt they only chew at it 
I fee , and will not take it. Come Sir, let us 
return back to the Fithing-houfey: this fill wa- 

ter 
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ter I fee will not do our bufinefs to days you 
thall now, if you pleafe, make a Flie your felf, 
and try what you can do inthe ftreams with 
that, and Iknowa Trout taken with a Flie of 
your own making will pleafe you better than 
twenty withoneof mine. Give me chat Bag 
again, Sirrab 5 look you Sir, there is'a hook, 
tought, filk, and a feather for the wings, be do- 
ing with thofe, and I will look youout a Dab- 
bing, that 1 think will do. 

Viat. This isa very little hook. 

Pifc. That may ferve to inform you, that ic 
is for a very little Flie, and you muft make 
your wings accordingly; for as the cafe ftands 
it muft bea little Flie,and a very little one too, 
that muft do your bufinefs. Well faid ! believe 
me you (hift your fingers very handfomely 3 F 
doubt Ihave taken upon me toteach my Ma- 
fier. So here’s your dubbing now. 

Viat. This dubbing is very black. 

Pifc. It appears fo inhand; but ftep tothe 
doors and hold it up betwixt your eye and the 
Sun, and it will appear a thining red; let me 
tell you never a man in Exgland candifcern the 
true colour of a dubbing any way but that,and 
therefore chufe always to make yourFlies on 
{uch a bright Sun-fhine day as this; which alfo 
you may the better do, becaufeit is worth no- 
thing to fith in, here put it on, and be fure to 


_ makethe body of your Flie as flender as you 
| can. 
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can. Very good! Upon my word you have 
madea marvellous handfom Fie. 


Viet. \ am very glad to hear it ’tis the 


firft that ever I made of this kind in my 
life. 

Pife. Away, away ! ! You are a Doétor at it / 
but I will not commend youteo much, left I 
make you proud. Come put iton,and you fhall 
now go downward to fome ftreams betwixt the 
rocks below the little foot bridg you fee there, 
and try your Fortune. Take heed of flipping 


into the water as you follow me under this. _ 


rock: So now you are over , and now throw 


-Viat. This is a fine fiream indeed : There's 
one ! I have him! 

_ Pife. And a precious catch you haveofhim 3 
pull him out! Ifee you have a tender hand : 
This is a diminutive Gentleman, ¢’en throw 
him in again, and let him grow till he be more 
worthy your anger. 

- Viat, Pardon me, S27, all’s Fith that comes 
to’th’ hook with me now. Another ! 

Pife. And of the fame ftanding. 

Viat. 1 fee 1 thall have good {port now: A- 
nother! and a Grayling. Why you have Fith 
here at will. 

Pifc. Come, come, crofs the Bridge, and 
go down the other fide lower, where you will 

hnd finer {treams, and better fpon I hope than 
: this 


— 
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this. Look you Sir, here isa fine ftream now, 
you have length enough, ftand a little further 
off, let me entreat you, and do but Fith this 
fiream like an Artift, and peradventure a good 
Fifh may fall to your fhare. How now ! what 
isall gone? ; 

Viat. No,I but touch’t him 3 but that wasa 
Fifh worth taking. — 

Pife. Why now let me tell you, you loft that 
Fifth by yout own fault, and through your own 
eagernefs and hafte; for you are never to offer 
to ftrike a good Fith, if he do not ftrike him- 
 felf, till firft you fee him turn his head after he 
has taken your Flie, and then you can never 
firain your tackle in the ftriking , if you ftrike 
with any manner of moderation. Come throw 
in one again, and fith methis ftream by inches; 
for I affure you here are very good Fith, both 
Trout and Grayling, lie here; and at that 
great ftone on the other fide, ‘tis ten toonea 
good Trout givesyou the meeting. , 

Viat. Lhave him now, but he is gone down 
towards the bottom, I cannot fee what he issyet 
he fhould bea good Fith by his weight ; but 

che makes no great ftir. 

Pifc. Why then, by what you fay, I dare 
venture to aflure you, ’tis a Grayling, who is 
one of the deadeft hearted Fifhes in the world, | 
and the bigger he is the more eafily taken. Look 
you, now you fee him plain , Itold you — 

| c 
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he was, bring hither that landing net, Boy,and 
now Sir, he is your own and believe mea 
good one, {ixteen Inches long. warrant. him, 
I have taken ncne fuch this year. | 
. Viat. I never faw a Grayling before look fo 
black. | = 3 _ 
Pife. Did you not ? Why then let me tell 
you,that you never faw one before in right fea- 
fon: for then.a, Grayling is very black about 
his head,guills, and down his back, and has his 
Belly of adark grey, dappled with black {pots, 
as you fee this is, and | arn.apt to conclude,that 
from thence he: derives his name of Umber. 
Though I mufttell you this Fifth is paft his 
prime ,_ and begins tg decline, and was in bet- 
ter feafonat Chrilimas than he is now. But 
move on, for. it grows towards dinner-time,and 
there is a very great and fine fiream below, 
under that-Rock, that fills the deepeft pool in 
all the River, where you are almoft fure of a 
good Fith. | 
_ Viat. Let him come, Vle try a fall with him: 
but I had thought, that the Grayling had been 


always in feafon with the Trout, and had come 


in, and gone out with him. 

Ohno / affure your felf a Grayling is a 
winter-tifh : but fuchaone as would deceive 
any but fuch as know him very well indeed; 
for his fleth, even in his worft feafon, is fo firm, 
and will fo eafily calver, that in plain truth he 

is 
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is very good meat at all times; but in his peré 
fect feafon(which, by the way; none but an o- 
vergrown Grayling will ever be) 1 think him. 
fo good afith , as tobe little inferioyr to the 
beit Trout that ever I tafted in my life. 

- Viat: Here’s another skip-jack, and Ihave 
rais’d five or fix more at leaft whilft you were 
{peaking : Well, go thy way little Dove! thou 
art tHe tine River,that ever I faw,and the ful- 
leftof hth. Indeed, Sir, Llike it fo well, that 
} amafraid you will be troubled with me once 
a year, fo longas we two live... | 

Pif&L am afraid I fhall not Sirsbue were you 
_ onee here a May or a: Fune,if good fpott would 
tempt you, I thould then expe you would 
fometimesfee mes for you would then fay it 
were a fine River indeed, if you had once feen 
the {port at the height. 

Viat, Which 1 will do,if1 live, and that you 
pleafe to give me leave, “there was one, and 
there another. 

Pife, Andall thisin a ftrange River , and 
‘with a Flie of your own making ! hy what 
a dangerous man are you! 

Viat: 1;Sir, but vvho: taught me? and as 
Dametas {ays by his t man | Doris, fo you may 
fay by an | 


AF my man fuch praifts a e 
What then have I,that seughs she a ? 
t 


so = Che Compleat Angler. Parc, 
But vvhat have we got here? A Rock fprin-- 


ging up in the middle of the River! this is one 
of the oddeft fights, that ever I faw. 

Pife. Why, Sér, from that Pike +, that you 

2. . , fee ftanding up there diftant- 
yaad . hb from the rock, this :is call’d 
of aSpire-Steé- Pike-Pool: and young Mr.Izaac 
ples and, al- Walton was fo pleas'd with it, 
moftas big. lt asto draw it in Landfchape in 
ce Ye Ae black and. white in a blank 
River y es * Book I have at home, as he has 
P 2 : 
and not far Gone feveral profpects of my 
from Mr, Cot- houfe alfo, which Ikeefor a 
pte rip eh memoria) of his favour, and 
shis delicateri- Will thew you,:when we come: 
wertakesa fwift, UP tO dinner. Z 
Carere betwixt- a. . 
many mighty Rocks, much higher and bigger than St 
Pauls Church, before ’cwas. burnt. And this Dove 
being oppos'd by one of the bigheft of them, has at laft, 
fore’titfelf away through it; andafter a miles cone 
cealment, appears again with more gloryand beauty than 


before rie i ons running through the moft pleafant — 


juftly bolft of. | | 
_ Vist. Has young Matter Izaak Walton been 
here too? - a ee 
- Pife. Yes marry has he Sir, and that again, 
and again too, and in France fince, and at 
Rome, and at Venice, and I can’t tell vvhere : 
but Tintend to ask him a great. many hard que- 
: ftions 


Valleys ahd moft fruitful Meadows, thut this Nation can 
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{tions fo foon as I can fee him, which vvill be, 
God wvilling next Month. li i the mean time 
Sir, to come fo this fine ftream at the head 0 
this’ great Pool; you ruft venture over thefe 
flippery cobling ftones; believe me, Sir, there 
you vvere nimble or elfe you had been’down3 
but now you are got over, look to your of +; 
for on my vvoid. if a Fith rife Here, He is! 

to be fuch aone,’ as will eridangér your tack 
Hownovv! 

Viat. I think you havé fuch commind here 
over the Fithes, hat you cdh raife them by your 
vvord, as they fay -Conjurers “¢aii do pirits, 
and afterward make them‘ « o what you bid 
them: for here’s'a Trout has taken my Flie, I 
had rather have loft.a Crown. |. What luck’s 
this! He vvas a lovely Fifh, and tuin’d up a 
fide like a Salinon. 

Pife, O Sit, this isa War evhete you fome- 
times win, and muft fometimes expec to loofe. 
Never concern your felf for the lofs of your 
Flie ; for ten to one I teach you to make a bet- 
ter. Who's that calls ? 

Serv, Sir, Will it pleafe youto come to din- 
ner? 

Pifc. We come. You hear Sir we are call’d, 
and now take your choice, whether you vvill 
_ Clinab this fteep Hill before you, from the top 
of. vvhich you vvill go directly into the Houfe, 
or back again over thefe ftepping ftones, and 
about by the Bridg. E} 2 Viet. 
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Vial. Nay, fare the néareft ¥vay is belt ; 
= my ftomach tells me fo; and I am now 
fo well acquainted with your Rocks, that. I 
fear themnot. 2 | 
"' Pife Comé then,follow me, and fo foon as 
jehave din’d 5 we will down again to the 
little Houfe;. where I will begin at the place I 
left off about Flie-Fifhing, arid read -you ano- 
ther Le@tute} for I havea great deal more to 
fay upon that Subject. = 
“"Viat. The more the betters Icould never 


er 


Have niet with a more obliging Matter, my firft 
excepted 3 nor fuch {port ¢an all the Rivers 
About London ever afford,as is to be found in 
this pretty River. ao ° 

* Pife. You.deferve to have better, both be- 
éaule I feeyou are willing to take pains, and 
for liking this little fo well; and better I hepe 


to,fhew you. before we patt., 


’ oo. 
. A td 


| 
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CHAP. VIL. 


V! AT, Come Sir, having now well din’d, 
and being again fet in your little Houfe 5 
I will now challenge your promife,and entreat 
you to proceed in your inftrution for Flie-ffhe 
ing, which, that you may be the better en- 
courag’d todo, I willaffure you, that I have 
not loft, I think, one fyllable of what you hay¢ 
told me; but very well retain all your directi- . 
ons both for the Rod, Line, and making 2 
Flie, and now defire an account of the Flies 
themfelves. | | 
-Pife. Why Sir, I am ready to give it you, 
and fhall have the whole afternoon to doit in, 
if no body come in to interrupt us 3 for you 
muft know ( befides the unfitnefs of the day ) 
that the afternoons fo early in Merep fignifie ve- 
ry little to Angling with a Flie, though with 
a Minnow, or a Worm fomething might ( I 
‘confefs ) be done. 
Tobegin then where 2 left off, my Father 
Walton tells us but of 12 Artificial flies only, to — 
Angle with at the top, and gives their names; 
which fome are common with us here; — 
and I think J guefs at moft of them by his de- 
{cription, and I believe they all breed,and are 
taken in our Rivers, though:'we do not make 

| E 2 them 
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them either of the fame Dubbing, or fathion. 
And it may be in the Rivers .about London, 
which I prefume he has moft frequented, and 
where ‘tis likely he has done moft execution, 


there is not much notice taken of many more: 


Dut we are acquainted with feveral others here 
( though perhaps I may reckon fome.of his by 
other names too) but if I do, I thall make 
‘you amends by an addition to his Catalogue. 
And although the forenamed great Mafter in 
the Art of Angling ( for foin truthhe is ) 
_ tells you that no man fhould in honefty catch a 
‘Trout till the middle of March, yet Ihope he 
will give a Man leave fooner to take aGrayling, 

which, asI told you, isin the dead Months in 

his belt feafon; and do affure you ( which I 
remember bya very remarkable token ) I did 

once take upon the fixt day of December ore, 
and only one, of the biggeft Graylings and the 

-beft in feafon, thatever I yet faw, or talted ; 
and do ufually take Trouts too, "and witha 
-Flie, not only before the middle of this Month, 
but almott every year in February, unlefs it be 

a very ill{pring indeed, and have fometimes in 

Fanuary, {0 early as '‘New-years-tide, and in 

froft and {now takenGyayling ina warm {un- 

fhine day for an hour or two about Noon and 

to fith forhim with a Grub itis ‘then the beft 

time of all. 
I fhall therefore begin my:Flie-fifhing with 


thar 


Chap. 7. @heCompleat Qugler. ss 


that Month ( though confefs very few begin 
fo foon, and that fuch as are fo fond of the fporet 
as to embrace all’ opportunities, can rarely in 
that’ Month find a day fit for their purpofe ) 
and tell you, that upon my knowledg thefe 
Flies ina warm fun, for an hour or two inthe 
day, are certainly taken. | 


January. 


1. Ared brown with wings of the Maleof 
a Malard almoft white: the dubbing of the 
tail of a black long coated Cur, fuch as they 
commonly make muffs ef 5 for the hair on the 
tail of fuch a Dog dies, and turns toa red 
Brown, but the hair of a {moth coated Dog 
of the fame colour will not do, becaufe it will 
not dye, but retains its natural colour, and 
this flie is taken in a warm fun, this whole 
Month thorough. | _ 

2. There is alfo a vesy little bright Dun 
Gnat, as little as can poffibly be made, fo litle 
as never to be fifht with, with above one hair 
next the hook, and this is to be made of a 
mixt dubbing of Martins fus,.and the white 
of a Hares {cuts witha very white, and {mall 
wing ; and ’tis no great matter how fine you 
fith, for nothing will rife in this Month but a 
Grayling, and of them I never at this feafon 
faw any taken witha Flie,.of above a foot 

E4 long, 
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‘long in. my. lifes but of ‘little ones about the 
_ bignefs of .a {melt.in.a warm day, anda glow- 
ing Sun, you, may take enough with thefe two 
Fithes; and they are both-taken the whole 


ry 


Lo ‘February, 


I. Where the Red-brown of the laf 
Month ends, another almoft of the fame colour 
begins with this, faving that. the dubbing of 
this muft be of fomething a blacker colour, and . 
both of them warbt on with redfilk the dub- 
bine thac (hould makethis Flic, and that is the 
trueft. colour, is to be got of the black {pot of 
a Hogs ears not that a black {pot in any pare 
of the Hog will not afford the fame colcur x: 
but that the hair in that place is by many de- 
grees fofter, and more fit for the purpofe: his 
wing muft be as the other, and this kills all this 
Month, and is call’d the leffer Red-brown, 

.2. This Month alfo a plain Hackle, or pal- 
mer-Flie made witha rough black body, either 
of black Spaniels furr, or the whirl of an E- 
ftridg feather, and the red Hackle of aCapon 
overall, will kill, and if the weather be sighe 
“make very good fport, 
~ 3. Alfoa leffer Hackle with a black body al- 
fb, ‘filver ewift over that, and. a red feather o- 
ver gll,will All your panniers ifthe Month be 

OE Gretn Gaied gees 
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Ppen, and not bound up in Ice,and fhow, with 
very good Fith; but in cafeof a froft and 
faow, youare to Angte only with the fmallett 
_ Gnats, Browns and Duns you can make, and 
with thofeare only to expect Graylings no big- 
ger, than {prats. | 

4- In this Month, upon.a whirliag round 
water,we have a great Hackle, the body black, 
and wrapped with ared feather of a Capon un- 
trim’d ; that is,the whole length of the Hackle 
ftaring out ( for we fometimes barb the Hackle 
feather fhort all over ; {ometimes barb it only a 
little, and fometimes barb it clofe underneath, 
leaving the whole length of the feather on the 
top , or back of the Flie which makes it 
{wim better, and as occafion ferves kills very 
great Fith.- | 

5+ We make ufe affo in this Month of ano- 
ther great-Hackle the body black, gnd sib’d o- 
ver with Gold twift, and a red feather over all, 
which alfo does great execution. 

6, Alfo a great Dun, made with Dun Bears 
Hair, and the wings of the grey feather of - 
a Mallard near unto his tail, which is abfolute- 
ly the beft Flie can be thrown upon a River this 
Month, and with which an Angler fhall have 
admirable fport. 

‘7. Wehave alfothis Month the great blew 
Dun, the dubbing of the bottom of Bears hair 
next to the roots, mixt withia little blew 

ot : Camlet, — 
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Camlet,the wings of the dark grey feather of a. 
Mallard. : 

8. We have alfo this Month a Dark-Brown, 
the dubbing of the brown hair of the Flanck 
of a brended Cow, and the wings of the grey- 
Drakes feather. 

And note, that thefe feveral Hackels, or 
Palmer Flies, are fome for one Water, and one 
Skye, and fome for another, and according to 
the change of thofe, we alter their fize,and co- 
Jour, and note alfo, that both in this, and all 
other Months of the Year, when you donot 
certainly know what Flie is taken; or cannot 
fee any Fith to rife, you are then to puton a 
{mall Hackle, ifthe Water be clear , ora big- 
ger if fomething dark, untill you have taken 
one, and then thrufting your finger thorough 
his Guils, to pull out hisGorge, which being 
-open’d wit® your knife, you will then difcover 
_what Flie is taken, and may fit your felf accord- 
ingly. : 

‘For the making of a Hackle, or Palmer Flie 


my Father Walton has already given you fufh- | 


cient direCtion. 
Mar ch. 


For this Month you are'to ufeall the fame 
Hackels, and Flies with the other, but you are 

tomake them lefS, -....,CGooge 
| | 7 We 


Mw 
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-. 1, We have befides for this Month a little 
Dun cat beat Dun ( though it is not 


_ the whirling Dun indeed, which -is one of the 


beft Flies we have ) and for this the dubbing 
‘muft be of the bottom fur of a Squirrels tail 
and the wing of the grey feather of a Drake. 

2. Alfoabright brown, the dubbing either 
‘of the brown of a Spaniel, or that of a Cows 
‘flanck, with a Grayling, 

3. -Alfo a whitith Dun made of the roots of 
Camels.hair, and the wings of the prey feather 
of a Mallard. 

- +4. Thereis alfo for this Month a Flie, call’d 
the Thorn Tree Flie,the dubbing an abfolute 
black mixt with eight or ten hairs of Ifabella — 
_ colour’d Mohair, the body as little as can be 
_ Made, and the wings of a bright Malards fea- 
ther, an admirable Flie, and in great repute 
amongft us for akiller. 
5. There is befides this another blew Dun, 
the dubbing of which it is made being thus to 
be got. Take afmalil tooth comb, and with 
itcomb the neck of a black Grey hound, and 
“the down that fticks in the teeth, will be the 
“fineft blew, that-ever you faw. The wings of 
this Flie can hardly be too white, and he is ta- 
‘ken about the tenth of this Month, and lafteth 
till the four and twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this Month alfo till to- . 
wards the ae is taken alittle black sie 5 

the 
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the dubbing either of the fur of ablack water- 
Dog, or the down of a young black water- 
Coot, the wings of the Male of a Mallard as 
white as may be, the body as little as you ° 
ri offibly make it, and the wings as fhort as 
is body. | 

7. From the Sixteenth of this Month alfo 
to the end of it, we ule a bright brown, the 
dubbing for which, is to be had -out of a Skin- 
ners Lime-pits, and of the hair of an abortive 
Calf, which the lime will turn to be fo bright, 
as to fhine like Gold, for the wings of this Flie, 
the feather of a brown Hen isbeft 5 which Flie 
is alfo taken til] the tenth of April. 


April, | 


All the fame Hackles, and Flies that were 
taken inMarch will be taken in this Month alfo, 
with this diftin&tion only concerning the Flies, 
that all the browns be lapt with red tilk,and the 
Duns with yellow. . 

‘ 4. Tothefeafmall bright brown, .made of 
Spaniels fur, with a light grey wings in a 
Bright day, and a-clear water is very well ta- 

en. | , 

2. We have too a little dark brown,the dub- 
bing of that colour, and {ome violet Camlee 
Mixt, and the wing of the grey feather of a 
Mallard, | 


3. From 
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~ 3. From the fixth of this Month to the 
tenth, wehave alfo a Flie cail’d the violet Flie, | 
made of adark violet ftuff, with the wings of 
the grey feather of a Mallard. | 
_ .4. About the twelfth of this Month comes 
in the Flie call’d the whirling Dun, which is- 
taken every day about the mid time of day all 
this Month through, and by fits from thence to 
the end of Fane, and is commonly made of 
the down of a Fox Cub, which is of an Afh 
colour at the roots, next the skin, and ribb’d 
about with yellow filk, the wings of the pale 
grey feather of aMallard. 

 §. Theré@is alfo a yellow Dua, the dubbing. 
of Camels hair, and yellow Camlet, or wool 
mixt, anda white grey wing. 

_ 6 There.is alfo this Month another little- 
brown, befides that mention’d before, made 
with a very flender body, the dubbing of dark 
brown, and violet Camlet mixt, and a grey 
wing 3 which though the direction for the ma-_ 
king be near the other, is yet another Flie,- 
and will take when the other will not, efpe-- 
cially in abright day, and a clear water. | 
4, About the twentieth of this Month comes” 
ip a Flie call’d the Horfe-fleth Flie, the dub- 


bing of which is a‘blew Mohair , with pink: 


colour’d,and red Tammy mixt,a light colour’d 
wing, atid a dark brownhead. This flie is ta~ 
Kein bef in an Evening, and, kills from two 

oa hours 
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hours before Sun fet till twilight, and is taken 


, 


the Month thorough. — 
| May. : 


And now Sir, that we aré entring into the 
Month of May, I think it requifite to beg not 
only your attention ; but ‘alfo your beft pati- 
ence 3 forI muft now bea little -tedious with 
you, and dwell upon this Month lotiger than 
ordinary ; which that you may the better en- 
dure, I muft tell you, this Month deferves, 
and requires to be infifted on, for as much as 
it alone, andthe next following afford more 
pleafure to the Flic-Angler, than all the reft 5 
and here it is that you are to expect an account. 
of the Green Drake, and, ftone-flie,. pro- 
inis’d you fo long ago, and fomé otheis that. 
are peculiar to this Month, and part. of the 
Month following, and that ( though not fo. 
great either in bulk, or name ) do yet ftand in’ 
competition with the two before named, and. 
fo, thatit is ye€ undecided among ft the. Anglers’ 
to whicti of the pretenders to the Title of the 
May-flie, it ‘does properly, and duly*belong, 
neither dare I ( where,fo many of the learned 
in this Art of Angling are got in difputé about. 
the controverlie ) take‘upon me to determine 5 
bue I think I ought’ to havea vote amongft 
them, aiid according to that .priviledg, hall 

Rage - < igtizad E eos : > se give 
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Zive you my free opinion, and peradventure 
when I have told you all, you may incline to 
think me in the right, 

Viat. | have fo great a deference to your 
judgment in thefe matters, that I muft always 
be of your opinion 3 and the more you fpeak, 
the fafter 1 grow tomy attention, for I can 
ig be weary of hearing you upon this Sube- . 
eG. | 
Pifc. Why that’s encouragement enough ; 
and now prepare your felf for a tediousLc@ure; 


bat! will firft begin with che flies of lefs efteem 


( though almoft any thing will take a Troug in 
May ) that Imay afterwards iofift the longer 
upon thofe of greater note, and reputation; 


_know therefore that the firft flie we take notice 


of in this Month, is call’d the Furky-flie 
the. | | 

1.The dubbing ravell’d out of fome blew ftuff, 
and lapt about with yellow filk,the wingsofa 
grey Mallards feather. 3 

2. next a great Hackle; or Palmer-flie, 
with a yellow body ribb’d with Gold twift, 
and -large wings of a Mallards feather dyed 
yellow ,- with a red Capons Hackle over 
all, : 


- 3+ Then a blck flie, the dubbing ofa black 


- Spaniels fur, and the wings of a grey Mallards 


feather. ; | Ce, 
4, After that alight brown with a flender 
| | | body, 


64 he Compleat Angler. Pare. I7. 


body, the dubbing twirl’d upon {mall red filk, 
and rais’d with the point of a needle, that the 

ribs or rows of filk may.appear through the 

wings of -thegrey feather of a Mallard. | 

5- Next alitele Dun,thedubbing of aBears | 
dun whirl’d upon yellow filk, the wings of the 
grey feather of a Mallard. = 
- 6. Then a.white Gnat, witha pale wing, 
and a black head. 

J. There is alfo. this Month a flie call’d the 
Peacock-flie, the body made of a whirl of 2 
Peacocks feather, with a red head, and wings 
of a Mallards feather. 

8. We have-then another very killing flie, 
known by the name of the Dun-Cut, the dub- 
bing of which:is:a Bears dun, witha little 
blew, and yellow mixt with it, alarge dun 
wing, and two horns at the head, made of the 
hairs of a. Squirrels tail. | 
ig, The nexe-isthe Cow-Lady, a little flie, 
the body of a Peacocks feather, the wing of a 
ted feather, or ttrips of the red hackle of a 

“?. $0. We. have then.the Cow-turd flies the 
‘dubbing light-brown, and yellow mixt, ‘the 
wing the dark grey feather of a Mallard. And 
‘ote that befides thefe abovementioned,ali the 
tame-Hackles and Flies, the Hackles only. bright- 
er, and the Flies fmaller, that are taken in 
‘April, will.alfo be taken this Month, ‘as = 
~ | 7 a 


oe . 
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all Browns, and Duns: and now I cometo ~ 
my Stone-Blie, and Green-Drake, which are 


the Matadores for Trout and Grayling, and in 


their feafon kill more Fith in our Derbyfhire 
Rivers, than all the reft paft, and to come; in 
the whole Year befides. 

But firfi I am to tell you, that we have four 
feveral flies which contend for the Title of the 
May-Flie, namely; 


The Green-Drake, 

The Stone-Flie, 

The Black Flie,and 

The little yellow May-Flie. 


b 


And all thefe have their Champions and 
Advocates to difpute,and plead their priority 5 


_ though! do not underftand why the two laft 


named fhould; the firft two having fo mani« 
feftly the advantage, both in their beauty, and 
the wonderful execution they do in their fea- 

fon. , | 
11. Of thefe the Green-Drake comes in a- 
bout the twentieth of this Month, or betwixt 
that, and the latter end (for they are fome- 
times fooner, and fometimes later according to 
the quality of the Year ) but.never well taken 
till towards the end of this Month, and the 
beginning of Fane. The Stone-Flie comes 
much fooner, {0 early as the middle of April ; 
. F | ut 
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but is never well taken till towards the mid- 
dle of May, and continues to kill much longer 
than the Green-Drake ftays with us,fo long as 
to the end almoft of Fuxe , and indeed,fo long 
as there are any of them to be feen upon the 
water 5 and fometimes in an Artificial Flie,and 
late at night, or before Sun rife ina merning, 
longer. , : 

Now both thefe Flies ( and I believe many 
others, though I think not all ) are certainly, 
and demonfiratively bred in the very Rivers 
where they are taken, our Caddis or Cod- bait 
which lye under ftones in the bottom of the . 
‘water, moft of them turning into thofe two 
Flies, and being gather’d in the husk, or cruft, 
near the time of their maturity, are very eafily 
known, and diftinguifht, and are of all other 
the moft remarkable, both for their fize, as 
being of all other the biggeft ( the thorteft of 
them being a full inchlong, or more ) and for 
‘the execution they do, the Trout, and Gray- 
ling being much more greedy of them, than of 
any others; and indeed the Trout never feeds 
fat, nor comes into his perfe@ feafon, till thefe 
Flies come in. 

OF thefe the Green-Drake never difclofes 
from his husk, till he be firft there grown to 
full maturity, body, wings, andall, and then 
he creeps out of his cell, but with his wings 
fo crimpt, and ruffled, by being preft together 

. in 
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in that narrew room, that they are for fome 
hours totally ufelefsto him, by which meaus 
he is compelled either to creep upon the flags, 
fedges, and blades of grafs ( if his firft rifing 
from the bottom of the water be near the banks 
of the River ) till the Air, and Sun, ftiffen and 
{mooth them! or if his firft appearance above 
water happen to be in the middle, he then 
lics upon the furface of the water like a Ship at 
Hull ( for his feet are totally ufclefs to him 
’ there, and he cannot creep upon the water as 
the Stone-Flic can ) untill his wings have got 
ftiffnefs to fly with,if by fome Trout, or Gray-. 
ling he be not taken in the interim ( which ten 
to one he is ) and then his wings ftand high, 
and clos’d exa&upon his back,. like the But- 
terfly, and his motion in flying ‘is the fame. 
His Body is infome of a paler, in others of a 
darker yellow ( for they are not all exa&ly ef 
a colour ) rib’d with rows of green, long,flen- 
der, and growing fharp towards the tail, at 
the end of which he has three long fmall 
whisks of a very dark colour, almoft black, 
and his tail turns up towards his back like a 
Mallard, from whence queftionlefs he has his 
name of the green-Drake. - Thefe ( as I think 
. I told you before ) we commonly dape, or 
dibble with, and having gather’d great ftore 
of them into along draw box, with holes in 
the Cover to give them Air ¢ where alfo et 

F 2 Wri 
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will continue frefh, and vigorous a night or 
more ) we take them out thence by the wings, 
and bait them thusupon the Hook. We firft 
take one) for we commonly Fith with two of 
them at a time ) and putting the point of the 
Hook into the thickeft part of his Body under 
oncof his wings, run it direGly through and 
out at the other fide, leaving him {pitted cro& 
upon the Hook, and then taking the other, put 
him on after the fame manner, but with his 
head the contrary way, in which pofture they 
will live upon the Hook, and play with their 
wings for a quarter of an hour, or more: but 
you muft havea care to keep their wings dry, 
both from the water, and alfo that your fingers 

not wet when you take them out to bait 
them for then your bait is {poil’d. 

Having now told you how to Angle with 
this Flie alive ; I am now to tell you next, 
how to make an Artificial Flie, that will fo per- 
{ely refemble him, a5_to be taken ina rough 
windy day, when no Flies can lye upon the wa- 
ter 3 nor are to be found about the Banks and 
fides of the River, to a wonder, and with 
which you fhall certainly kill the beft Trout, 
and ‘Grayling in the River. 


The Artificial Green-Drake then is made - 


| upon alarge Hook, the Dubbing, Camels hair, 
bright Bears hair, the foft down that is comb’d 
from a Hogs brifiles, and yellow Camlet well 

: mixt 
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mixt together, the body long, and ribb’d a- 
bout with green filk, or rather yellow waxt 
with green-wax, the whisks of the tail of the 
. long hairs of fables, or fitchet, and the wings 
of the white grey feather of a Mallard dyed 
yellow, which alfo is tobe dyed thus. 

Take the root of a Barbary Tree, and (have it, 
and put to it Woody vif, with as much Alum as 
4Wealnut,and boyl your feathers in it with Rain 
os and they will be of a very fine yel- 

0”. 7 


I have now done with the Green-drake ex- 
Cepting to tell you, that he istaken at all hours 
during his feafon, whilft there is any day upon 
the Sky 3 and with a made Flie, I once took,ten 
days after he was abfolutely gone, in a Cloudy 
day, after a thowr, and ina whiftling wind, 
five and thirty very great Trouts,and oe 
betwixt five, and eight of the Clock in the E- 
Vening, and had no lefs than five, or fix Flies 
with three good hairsa piece taken from me 
in defpite of my heart, befides. 

12. I thould now come next to the Stone- 
Flie, but there is another Gentleman in my 
Way; that mutt of neceffity come inbetween, 
and that is theGrey-Drake,which in all {hapes, 
and dimenfions is perfeétly the fame with 
the other, but quite almoft of another colour, 
being of a paler, and more. livid yellow, and 
green, and ribb’d with ‘black quite down his 
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body, with black thining wings , and {0 -dia- 
phanous ard tender, cob-web bike, that they 
are of no manner of- ufe for Daping; .but come 
in, and are taken after the Green-Drake , 


and j im an Artificial Flic kill very.well; which — 


Flie is thus made, the Dubbing of the downof 
a Hogs briftles, and black Spaniels fur ‘ mixt, 

and ribb’d down the body with black filk, the 
whisks of the hairs of the beard of ablack Cat, 

and the wings of the black grey feather a) a 
Mallard. 

And now I come to the Stone-Flie, but am 
afraid ¥ have already wearied your patience, 
which if I have, T'befeech you freely tell me fo, 
and I wil} defer the remaining infteuCtions for 
Flie-Angling till fome cther time. 

Viat. No truly Sir, Ican never be weary 
of hearing you. butif you think tit, becaufe I 
am afraid F am too troublcfom, to refreth your 
felf with a glafs, and'apipe-; you may after- 
wards proceedsanet thall be exceeding) a 
to hear you. 

Pife. ¥ thank you Sir for that motion ; for 
belicve me I am-dry with talking, Here Boy, 
pive us herea Bottle, and aGlafs ; and Sir, 
my he to you, and to all our Friends i in the 

7 1. 

st. Your Servant Sin, and. Vle pledg you 

ae if utily 3 for the good powder’ d beef I eat at 
Conner. og RECON elfe, has made me thirty. 
' CRAP. 


Chap.8. Che Compleat Angler. 91 


CHAP, VIII. 


V? AT, So,Sir, Tam now ready for ano- 
ther Leffon fo foon as you pleafe to give 
it me. ey 

Pifc. and 1,Sir, as ready to give you the beft 
Tcan. Having told you the time of the Stone- 
Fhie’s coming in, and that heis bred of a-Cad- 
dis in the very River where he is taken, I am — 
next to tell you, that - 

13.This fame Stone-Flie has not the patience 
tocontinue in his Cruft, or Husk till his wings 
be full grown; but fo foon as ever they begin 
to put out, that he feels himfelf ftrong ( at 
which time we call hima Jack) {queezes him- 
{elfoutof Prifon, and crawls to the top of fome 
{tone, where if he can tind achink that will 
receive him, or can creep betwixt two {ftones, 
the one lying hollow upon the other ( which, 
by the way, we alfo lay fo purpofely to find 
them ) he there lurks till his wings be full 
grown, and there is your only place tofind him 
(and from thence doubtlefs he derives his name) 
though, for want of fuch convenience, he will 
make fhift with the hollow of aBank, or any 
. other place where the wind cannot come to 

fetch him off. His body is long, and pretty 
thick, and as broad at the tailalmoft, asin ne 
RFA Mide 
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middle, his colour a very fine brown, ribb’d 
with yellow, and much yellower on the belly 
than the back, he has two or three whisks alfo 
at the tag of his tail, and two little horns upon 
hjs head, his wings, when full grown, are 
double, and flat down his back of the fame 
_ colour, but rather darker than his body » and 
longer than it 3 though he makes but little ufe 
of them, for you fhall rarely fee him flying, 
though often fwimming , and padling with 
feveral feet he has under his belly upon the wa- 
ter, without fiirring awing: but the Drake 
will mount Steeple height into the Air, though 
he is to be found upon flags and grafs too, and 
indecd every where high and low, near the 
River; there being fo many of them in their 
feafon,as were they not a very inoffenfive infe@, 
would look like a Plague; and thefe Drakes 
(fince I forgot to tell you before, I will tell 
you here ) are taken by the Fith to that in- 
credible degree, that upon a calm day you thall 
fee the ftill deeps continually all over circles by 
the Fithes yifing, who will gorge themfelves 
with thofe Flies, till they purge again out of 
their Guills ; and the Trouts are at that time 
fo lufly and ftrong, that one of eight, or ten 
inches long, will then more ftruggle, and tug, 
and more endanger your Tackle, than one 
twice as big in winter ; but pardon this digreth- 
OY. ; ; 

This 
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‘This Stone-flie then we dape or dibble with 
as with the Drake, but with this difference , 
that whereas the green-Drake is common both 
to ftream and ftill, and to all hours of the day, 
we feldome dape with this but in the ftreams, 
(for in a whiftling wind a made Flie in the deep 
is better, and rarely, but early and late, jt not 
being fo proper for the mid-time of the days 
though a great Grayling will then take it very 
well ina fharp fiream , and here and there a 
Trout too: but much better toward 8,9,10.0r 
elevenof the clock at night, at which time 
alfo the beft Fith rife, and the latter the better, 
provided you can fee your Flie, and when you 
cannot, a made Flie will murder, which is to 
be made thus : The dubbing of bears dun with 
a little brownand yellow Camlet very well 
mixt 3 but fo plac’d that your Flie may be moze 
yellow on the belly and ¢owards the tail under- 
neath than in any other part, and you are to 
place two or three hairs of a black Cats beard 
on the top of the hook in your arming, fo as to 
be turn’d up,when you warp on your dubbing, 
and to ftand almoft upright,and ftaring one from 
another,and riote that your Flie is to be ribb’d 
with yellow filk, andth2 wings long,and very | 
large , of the dark grey feather of a Mal- 
lard. ) | 


14. The 
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k Flie ,.” 


#4. The next May-Flie is the blac 

made withablack body of the whisle of an 
Oftridg-féather, rib’d with filver twift, and the 
black hackle of a Cock over all 5 and is a kil- 
. Hing Flte,but not to be nam’d with either of the 
other. oe : 
- ¥5- Thelaft Mzy-Flie (thatisof the four 
pretenders ) is the little yellow Méy-Flie , in 
fhape exactly the fame with the green Drake, 
but a very little one,and of as bright a yellow 
as can be {een which is made of a bright yel- 
low Camlet, and the wings of a white grey 
feather died yellow. | 

16, The laft Flie for this month(and which 
_ continues all Fne,though it comes in the mid- 

“dle of Mzy-) is the Flie called the Camlet-F lie, 

in fhape like a moth with fine diapred, or war 
_ fer-wings,and with which (as I told you be- 
fore) Ffometimes ufed fo dibble; and Gray- 
Jing will rife mightily at it.But the artificial Flie 
Cwhich is only in ufe amongft our Anglers) is 
made of a dark brown thining Camlet, rib’d 
over with avery fmall light green filk, the 
wings of the double grey feather pf a Mallard; 
and *tis a killing Flie for fall Fifh,and fo much 
for Mzy, | 


June 
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I une, 


From the firft to the four and twentieth ,the 
green-Drake ‘and Stone-Flie are taken (as 3 
told you before. ) 


__ I» From the twelfth to the four and twenti- 


eth late at night is taken a Flie,called the Owl 
Fhe; the dubbing of 2 white Wee(el’s tailand 
a white Grey wing, 

_ 2. We have then another Dunne, call’d the 
Barm-flie, fromit’s yefty colour, the dubbing: 
of the fur of a yellow dun Cat, and a grey 
wing of 2 Mallards feather. a 

_ 3+ We have alfo a hackle with a purple bo- 
» Whipt about with a red Capons fea- 
ther. | 
4. Asalfo a gold twift Hackle with a purple 
body , whipt about witha red Capons fea- 
ther. 

5: Tothefe we have this month a Fleth-flic, 

the dubbing of a black Spanie!s furre,and blew 


va 


wool mixt, and a grey wing. 


6. Alfo another little fieth-flie, the body — 


made of the whirle of a Peacocks feather, and 
the wings of thegrey featherof aDrake. 

7. We have then the Peacock-flie, the body 
and wing both made of the feather of that 
bird. wer Goole 


8. There i 


‘ 
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8. There is alfo the flying Ant, or Ant-flie, 

the dubbing of brown and red Camlet mixt, 
with alight grey wing. 

g- We have likewife a brown Gnat, with a 
wery flender body of brown and violet Camice 
well mixt, and a light grey wing, . -. S 

10. And another little black Gnat,the dub- 

bing of black mohair, and a white Grey 
wing. | | 

ae Asalfoa green Grafhopper,the dubbing 
of green and yellow Wool mixed, rib’d over 
with green Silk, and a red Capons feather over 
all. | | | 
12. And laftlya littledun Grafhopper, the 
body flender made of .2 dun Camlet, and a dun 

~ hackle at the top. . . 


Fay. 


Chap. 7. Ghe Compleat Anoter. 77 
July. 


Firft all che {tnall flies that were taken in 
‘June, are alfo taken in this month. 

1. We have then the Orange Flie, the dub- 
bing of Orange Wool, and the wing ofa black 
feather. 

2. Alfoalittle white dun, the body made 
of white Mohair,and the wings blew of a He- 
rons feather. 

3. We have likewife this month aWafp-flie, 

/made either of a dark brown dubbing,or elfe the 
- furre of ablack Cats tai], ribb’d about with 

yellow filk, and the wing of the ery feather 
of a Mallard, : 

4. Another flie taken this month is a black 
Hackle, the body made of the whisle of a 
Peacock’s feather , and a black hackle feather 
on the top. 
 §- We haye alfo another made of 3 Pea- 
cocks whirle without wings. 

6. Another flie alfo is taken this month 
call’d the fhel-flie,the dubbing of yellow-green 
- Jerfey Wool, and a little white. Hoggs hair 
mixt , which I call the Palm-flie, and do be- . 
lieve it j is taken for a Palm, that drops off the 
willows intothe water 3 for, this flie I pad 

een 
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feen Trouts take little pieces of mofs, as they 
have fwam down the Rivet, by whichI con- 
clude that the beft way to hit the right colour 
isto compare your dubbing with the Mofs, 
and mix the colours as near as you can. 
_ 7, There is, alfo taken this month a black 
blew Dun,the dubbing of the furre of a black 
Rabbet mixt with a little yellow, the wings of 
the Feather of .a blew Pigeons wing, 


The fameFlies with: Fuly. oe 

1. Then another Art-flie, the dubbing of 
the black brown hair of a Cow,fome red warpr 
in for the Tagg of his tail, and a dark wing, a 
killing flic. — | | 
_ 2 Next-a flie call’d the Fern-flie, the dub- 
bing of the fur of a Hares neck, that is of the 
colour of Fearn, or Brackin, with.a darkith 
grey wing of a Mallards feather, a killer 
too. | 
_ 3+ Befidgs thefe we have a white Hackle,the 
body of whjte Mo-hair, and wrapped about 
with a white Hackle Feather, and this is aff 
Fedly taken for Thiftle-down. . 


4. We 
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4. We have alfo this month a Harry-long- 


-_leges.the body made of Bears dun, and blew 


Wool mixt, and a brown hackle Feather over 
all. 
Laftly in this month all the fame browns 


and duns are taken, that were taken in 
May. : 


September. 


“This month the fame Flies are taken, that 


~ afe taken in April. 


1.10 which I fhall only add a Camel-brown 
Flie, the dubbing pull’d out of the lime of a2 
Wall whipt about with red Silk, and 2 
darkifh grey Mallards feather for. the 
wing. 

2. And one other for which we have no 
name; but it is made of the black hair of 
a Badgers skin mixt with the yellow {fofteft 
down of a fanded Hog.’ 


Oéfober. 
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| Otter. 


The fame Flies are ¢ taken this ii , that 
were taken j in March. | | 


Novenb, 


"The fame Flies that were talent in February, 
are taken this month alfo. 


Few men angle with the Flie this month, no 
mote than they doin Fenuzry: but yet if the. 
weather be warm (as I. have known it fome- 
times in my life to be, even in thiscold Coun- 
try where it is leaft expected ) then a brown 
that looks red in the hand, and yellowith be- 
twixt your eye and the Sun; will both raife 
_ andkillina clear water , and free from fnow- 
broth : but at the beft ’tishasdly worth a man’s 


ur. 


And 
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' And now Sir, I have done with Flie-fithing, 


or angling at.the top ,. excepting onee more. to 
tell you, thatof all thefe (and I have named 


you a great many very killing flies ) none are fit 


to be compared with the Drake and. Stone-flie, 
both for many and very great fithsand yet there 


are fome daies, that are by no means proper for 


the fport, .and iniacalm you (hall not, have near 
fo much fport even with daping, as in a whift- 
ling gale of wind, for two reafons, both be- 
caufe you are not then fo eafily difcovered by 
the fith, and alfo becanfe there are then but 
few flies can lye upon the water; for where 
they have fo much choice, you may eafily imae 
gine they will not be fo eager and forward 
to rife at a bait , that both the thadow of-your 


’ body , and that of your Rod, nay of your 


very line , in ahot calmday will, in fpite of 
hg beft caution, render fufpected to them: 

ut even then,in {wift freams, or by fitting 
down patiently behind a willow bufh, you hall 
do more execution than at almoft any other 
time of the year with any other flie,though one 
may fometimes hit of a day, when he thall 


come home very well fatistied with {port with 
feveral other Flies: but with thefe two,the 


green Drake and the Stone-flie, I do verily 
believe I could fome daies in my life, had I not 


_ been weary of flaughter,have loaden a lufty boy, 


and have fometimes.I do honeftly affure you, 


given . 
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given Over upon the meer account of fatiety of 
port; which will be no hard matter to believe, 
when I likewifé affute you, that -with this very 
lie, Dhave in this very River that runs by us 
in three or four fours taken thirty , five and 
thirty, and forcy of the béft Trouts in the- Ri- 
ver. What {kame and pity’is it then , chat 
fach a’ River fhould be deftroyed by the bafelt 
fort of people, by thofe unlawful ways of fire 
and eee in the night, and’ of damming, 
Sroping, fpearing,; hanging and‘ hooking by 
day , whith are now grown f6 common, that, 
though we have very good Laws to punifh 
fuch Offenders, every Rafcal does it, for ought 
W¥feejimpand, ay | 
_ To conclude, I cannot now-in honefty- bue 
_ frankly tell you,that many of thefe flies 1 have 
riam’d, at leaft fo made as we make them here, 
will peradventure do you no preat fervice in 
your Southern Rivers , and will not conceal 
from you, but that I have fent flies to feveral 
friendsin Londox , that for ought Icould evet 
hear, never did ‘any great feats with them, and. 
therefore if you intend to profit by my inftrue 
‘@ions, you mutt come to angle with me here in 
thePeak;and fo,if you pleafe, fet us walk up to 
upper, and to morrow, if the day be windy, 
as our daies here comtnonly are, ’tis ten to one 
but we thall take a good difh of fith for din- 
her 9° . les FO = 
Dey | CHAP. 


a 
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DGG. A good day to you,Sirs 1 fee you will 
A, alwaies be flirting beforeme, 


Viat. Why, to tell youthe truth, J am {9 
allar'd.with the {port I had yferde that I 
Jong.ta be at the River again,and when I heard 
the wind fing ,in.my Chamber, windgw, could 
forbear no lopges , but leap out of. bed, and 
had ju& madeay end of dreffing, my felf, 8 
you came in. _— ae 
Pife. Well, L am, both glad you are fo: geady 
for the day , and that the day is fo fit for you, 
and look youl have made you three or fout 
flies this morning, this filver twift hackle,this 
bears dun,this light brown dnd this dark brown, 
any of which I dare fay will do 3 but you may 
try themall, and fee which does beft, only I 


_ mutt ask your pardon that I cannot wait upon 


you this Morning, a little bufinefs being fal’n 
out , that for two or three hours, will deprive 
me of your Company : but I*!e come call'you 
home to dinner, and my man {hall attend 
ia. O Sir, mind your affairs by all tneans, 
do-but lend me a little of your -skill to thefe 
fine flies , and, unlefs it have forfaken me fincé. _ 
yefterday,I fhall find luck of my own I hope to 
do fomething, G 2 Pifci 
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Pife, The belt Inftruction I can give you,is, 


that, feeing the wind curles the water, and 
blows the right way, you would now angle up 


the ftill deeptoday; for betwixt the Rocks 
‘where the ftreams-are , you would find it now 
too brisk , and befides 1 would have you take 
‘fith in both Waters. — i 

| Viat. Tle obey your Direction, and fo a 
good morning to you. Come young man, let 
you and I walk together. But heark you, Sir, 
Thave not done vvith you yet 3 I expe& ano- 
‘ther Leffon for angling at the bottom,in the 
"afternoon. | _ 
- Pife, Well, Sir, V’le be ready for you. 


. 4 


CHAP. 


ad a on otk 


oe 
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Cc H AP. &. 
\15C. Oh Sir, are you . -return’d ? you have 
_ but juft prevented me. I was coming to 
call you. 
Viat. 1 am glad then I have fay’d you the 
labour. 
Pife.And how have you fped. | 
Vigt. You thall fee that, Sir sprctutly: look 
you Sir,here are three * brace ‘of ; 
Trouts, one of them the biggeft * Spots likes 
but one, that ever I kill’d witha. gan, : 
flie in my life, and yee I loft a | 
bigger than that,, with my Flie to boo’t, and 
here are three Graylings, and one of them lon- - 
ger by fome inches than that I took yefterday, 
and yet I thought that a good one too. 
| Rife. Why you have made.a pretty good 
mornings work on’t, and now Sir, what think 


you of our River Dove ? 


Viat. 1 think it to be the beft Trout River 
in England ; ; and am fofar inlove with it, 
that if it were mine , and that I could keep it 
to my flf ; I would. not exchange that water, 
for-all the Landi runs over 3 to be totally dee 
barr’d f som’ (. 


5 
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PiJe. That Complement to the River, fpeaks 
"you a-true lover of the Art of angling: And 
now, Sir,to make part of amends for fending 
you fo uncivilly out alone this Morning, T will 
fy (elf d¢ef pou this dith’offith: for ‘your din- 
ner, walk butinto-the parlour , you will find 
one “Book or other in the window to -enter- 
tain you the whike, and you ‘fhall have it pres 
fently. 

— Viat.. Well Sir,t obey you. | 

* Rife. Look: you Sir, have I not made 
hate Pe ae 

Viat, Bélieve me Sir, hae you have, and it . 
looks {9 well ,:F long tobe atic. 

Pifc, Fall tow then 3 now Sér what i you! 

4m Ia tolerable Cook or no ?. 
- Viat, So #004 a one, that l did never eat fo 
good Fithin my life. This Fith is infinitely 
better , than any fever talted of the kind in 
i lifes» "Tis quite another. thing, than our 
Frouts abut London, > i: 

Pife.You would fay fo, i : thae Troat you cat 
OF were in ‘right fealon® but. pray eat. of the 
Grayling, which upon my: word at this time, 
is by thuch the better Filh. 

i ‘Th eameft,.and f6 it is: aad 1 have 

-requeft-té ‘make te fyou, which .is,. 
oa as you have taught me to catch Trout’ and 
_ Grayling, you will now teach me how to drefs 
them as thefe are dreft , which, queftionlefs is 
ef all vther the beft way. Pife. 
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--Pife. That I will Sir, with all-my heart,and 
am glad:you ikethem fo well, .as-to make that 
requeft, and they are-dseft thus. - 


: Take your Troxt, wah, oud dry bin with « 


| clean Napkin 3; then apen bim, and:baving taker 


out his guts, and all the blaed, mipe. bim very 


clean within, but wath bim not, and give bias — 


three {cotches with a Knife to the bone on-one fide 
only, After which take achean Kettle, and put 
in as- much hard. flale Beer ( hut it muft not be 
dead ) Vinegar, ‘and a little. Whitewine, and 
Water, as will cover the Fito. you intend to kayl + 
then throw into the Ligusr a good quantity of 
Salt, the Rind of a Lemon, ahandful of flic’t 
Horfe-Radifh root, with a handfom little fagot 
of Kofemary, Time, and Winter-Savory. Tben 
Set your Kettle xpon a quick fire of wood, and 
tet your Liquor boyl sp to the beight before you 
put in your Fifh, and then, if there be many, 
put them in one by one, that they may not fo cool 
the Liquor, as to make it fall 5 and wbilft your 
Fifh is boyling, beat up the Butter for your Sawce 
with a Ladle full or two of the Liquor it is boy- 


ling in, gnd_ being boyld enough, immediately 


pour the Ligupr from the Fifh, and being laid 
_ ina Difh, pour your Butter upon it, and flrew- 
ing it plentifully over with fhav'd Horfe-Raddifh, 
aud alitsle pounded Ginger, garnifh your fides 
of your Difh, and: she Fuh it felf with a flic’e 

G4 Lemon 


y 
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Lemon, or tro, and. ferve it up.: A Grayling 
isalfo to be dreft exactly after the fame, manner, 
faving that he-is to be feal’d, :whicha Trout 
never is: and that muft be done either with 
ones natis, or very lightly and carefully with 
a Knife for ‘bruifing the Fith. - And note, that 
thefe kinds of: Fith, a Trout efpecially, if the 
is not eaten within ‘four, or: five hours after he 
be taken, is worth nothing, . ©. 

_ But come Sir, [fee you have din’d jand iNistes 
fore if you pleafe we will: walk'down again to 
the Jittle Houfe, and there! will read you a 

Leguect Angling a the bottom. he NG 


-_- — —— 
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yur So Sir,Now we are here, and fet: 
let me have ‘my inftruCtions for Angling 
for Trout, and Grayling at the bottom; which 
though not fo eafy, fo cleanly,nor (as *tis faid) 
fo Gentile a way of Fithing, as witha Flie , 
is yet (if I-miftake-not} a good holding way 
and takes Fith when nothing, elfe will. 

_ Pic. Youare in the right, it, does fo: anda 
worm is fo fure a bait at all times,that,excepting 
‘In a Flood, I would I had laid thoufand pounds 
that. I kill’d Fith more, or lefs with it, Win- 
ter or Summer every day throughout the Year ; > 
thofe days always excepted, that, upon amore 
ferious account always ought fo to be. But 
not longer to delay. you, I will begin, and tell 
you, that Angling..at the bottomis alfo com- 
monly of two forts (and yet there is a third 


way of Angling with a Ground-bait, and to . 


very great cffect tco, as fhall be faid hereafter ) 


najnely. ug 


By 


a2: i 
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By, Hand a 
or, | | 
. With a Cork, or Float, 


' That-we call Angling by hand is of three 
forts. Pb Se page eae 

The firft with a line about half the length of 
the Rod, a good weighty plum,and three hairs 
next the Hook, ‘which we call arunning Line, 
and‘ with one large Brandling, or a dew-worm 
ef! a moderate {ize, or two fmall ones of the 
firft, or'any othér fort, proper for a Trout; of 
which my ‘Father Walton‘ has‘already ‘given 
you the names, and fav’d :mea labour 5 or in- 
deed almott any worm whateversfor ifa Trout 
be in the hurhour' to bite, it mutt be “fucha 
worm as I never yet faw, ‘ that he will refufe 5 
and if you Fifh with two, you are'then to bait 
your hock thus. * You are firftto run the point 
of your hook ‘in at the very ‘head of ‘your firft 
worm, and fodown through his body till if be 
paft theknot, and theg let it out, and ftripthe 
‘worm above the arming (that you may not 
bruife ic with your fingers ) till you have.put 
onthe other by running the point of the Hook 
i’ below the knot, and upwards through his 
body towards his head tillit, be but juft ence 

a : wit 
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with the head, which being done, you are 
then to flip. the firft - worm down over.the ar- 
ming again, tillthe knots of both worms meet 
together. e.. 8 Wee a 
: . The ‘fecond way of Angling, hy. hand, and 
with a running Line, is with ¢d.ine fomething 
longer than the former, and with Tackle made 
after this fame manners At the utmott extres 
mity of your Line, where the Hook is-always 
plac’d in all other ways of. Angling, youare 
to havea large Piftol, or Carabine Bullet, into 
which the end of your Line is. to be fafined 
witha Peg, or Pin even and clofe with the Bul» 
let, and about half a foot above that, a branch 
‘of Line, of two, or three handfuls long 4 or 
more, for a {wift ftream, with a Hook at the 
end thereof baited with fome of the forenamed. 
worms, and another half foot above that ane; 
ther arm’d, and baited after the fame manner 4 
but. with another fort of worm, without any 
lead at allabove:. by which means you will ale. 
Ways -certainly find the true bottom in al] 
depths,which with the Plums upon your Liné 
above you can never do, but that your baie mu 
always -drag whilft you are founding ( which 
in this way of Angling muft be continually ) 
by which means ycu are like tochave more trous 
ble, and peradventure worfe faccefs. And. 
_ both thefe ways of Angling at the bottom are 
ott proper for adark, and muddy water, at 
ge Se 8 EN reafon 
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reafon that in fuch acondition of the ftream» 
a Man may ftand as near as he will, and neither 
his own fhadow; nor the roundnefs of his 
‘Tackle will hinder his {port. _ 
- The third! way of Angling by hand with a 
Ground-baitand by much the beft of all other , 
is, witha Line full as long, or ayard and half 
elonger than your Rod, with no more than one 
hair next the hook,and for two or three lengths 
‘above it, and no morethan one fmall pellet of 
fhot for your plum, your Hook little, your 
worms of the {maller Brandlings very well 
fcour’d , and only one upon your hookat a 
time, which is thus to be baited. The poine 
of your hook is to be put in at the very tagg 
‘Of his tail, and runup his body quite over 
all che arming, and. till {tript on an inch at leaft 
upon the hair, the head and remaining part 
hanging downward; and with this line and 
hook thus baited you are evermore to angle in 
the ftreams ; always in a clear rather thana 
troubled water, and always up the River, ftill 
cafting out your worm before you with a lighe 
one-handed Rod, like an artificial Flie, where 
it will be taken, fometimes at the top,or with- 
ina very little.of the Ss#perjicies of the water, 
and almoft always before that light plumb can 
fink it tothe bottom, both by reafon of - the 
ftream , and alfothat you mult always keep 
Your worm in motion by drawing {till back to- 
> ee as wards 
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homme 
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watds you , as if you were angling with a flies 


~ and believe me, whoever will try it, thall find 


this the beft way of all otherto angle with a 
worm, ina bright water efpecially; but then 


“his rod muft be very light and pliant, and very 


true and finely made, which witha skilful hand 
will do wonders, and in a clear ftream is une 
doubtedly the beft way of angling for a Trout, 
or Grayling with a worm, by many degrees, 
that any man can make choice of, and of moft 
eafe and delight tothe Angler. To which let 


‘me add, that if the Angler be of a conftitution 


that will fuffer him to wade, and will flip in- 
tothe tail of a thallow ftream, tothe Calf of 
the leg or the knee, and fo keep off the bank, 


he (hallalmoft take what fith he pleafes, 


- The fecond way of angling at the bottom is 
with a Cork or float 5 and that is alfo of 
two forts. | 


With a worm: 


_ OF, | 
With a Grub or Caddis. 


~ ‘With a worm you are to have your line 
within a foot, or a foot and half as long’ as 


your rod, in.a dark water.with two, or if you 
» 3 will 
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will wich three; but in a clear water never with 
above. one hair next the hook, and two or 
three for four or five lengths above it, and a 
worm of what fize you pleafe,.-your plums 
fitted to your Cork, your Cogsk to the conditi- 
on of the Rives( that i is to the fwiftnefs or flows 
pels of it}and both, when the water is very 
cleat,as hne as youcan, and then you are ner 
ver to bait with above one.of the leffer fort of 
Brandlings; or, if they are very little ones in, 
deed, yow may then bait with twoafter the man- 
mer beforedireed. - 

- When you angle fora Trout , “you are to do 
ib.as deep, that is, as near - the bottom as you 
can , provided your bait do not drag , orif it 
— doa Traut will fometimes take it in that po- 
flure: if for a Grayling, you are then to fifh 
further from the bottom , he being afith:thae 
ufually {wims nearer to the middle of the wa- 
ter,and lyes alwaies loofe: or however is more 
apt torife thana Trout, and more inclin’d to 
rife than to defcend even to a Ground- 
bait. 

With a Grub or Caddis, you are to angle 
with the fame length of. Line or if itbe all 
out as long as your Rod , °tis not the worfe , 
with never above on hair for two or three 
Teng ths: next the hook, add: with the fmalleft 
Cork, or float; and the leaft weight of plumb 
you cay that will but fink, .and that the gee 

nefs 
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nefsiof your ftream will allow 5 which alf 

you may help , and avoid the violence of the 

| Current, by angling in the returnes of atream; 

: or the Eddies betwixt two ftreams, which 
alfo are the moft. likely places wherein to kill a 

Fifth in a ftream, either at the top or bot- 

tom. oy 

Of Grubs for a Grayling, the Ath-Grub, 

‘which is plump, milk-white, bent round from 

head to tail, and exceeding tender with a red 

head ; or the Dock worm, or Grub of a pale 
yellow, longer, Janker, and tougher than the 

| other, with rows of feet all down his’ belly ; 
| and a red head alfo are the beft, I fay for ‘a 
| Grayling, becaufe, although a Trout will take 
both thefe(the Afh-Grub efpecially )yet he does 
| + not do it fo freely as the other, and I have ufu- 
| ally taken. ten Graylings for one Trout with 
that bait, though if a Trout come, I have ob- 

| ferved, that he is commonly a very good 
one. - a | : 

| Thefe baits we ufually keep in Bran, in 
which an Ath-Grub commonly grows tougher, 

and will better endure baiting, though he is 
yet fo tender, that it will be neceflary to warp 
| in a piece of a ftiff hair with your arming, lea-’ 
ving it ftanding out about a firaw breadth ar 
the head of your hook, fo as to keep theGrub 
either from ftipping totally off when baited;or 
at leaft.down to the point ofthe hook,by which 
| - means 
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Means your arming will be left wholly naked 
and bare , which is neither fo fightly, nor fo 
likely, to be taken; though to help that (which 
will however very cft fall out) I always arm 
the hook I defign for this Bait with the whitett 

~ horfe-hair I can. chufe, which it felf will re- 

femble , and fhine like that bait, and conf- 
quently will.do more good , or lefs harm than 

- anarming of any other colour. Thefe Grubs 

are to be baited thus, thehook is to be put in— 

under the head or Chaps of the bait, and 
guided down the middle of the belly without 
fuffering itto peep out by the way(for then(the 

_ Ath-Grub efpecially) will iffue out water and 

milk, till nothing but the skin fhall remain,and 

the bend of the hook will-appear black through 
it)till the point of your hook corhe fo low,that 
the head of your bait may reft, and ftick upon 
the hair that flands.out to hold it, by which 
means it can neither flip of it {elf 3 neither will 
the force of the ftream, nor quick pulling out, 

upon any miftake, ftrip it off. | 
_ Now the Caddis, or Cod-bait ( which is a 
fure killing bait, and for the moft part,by much, 
furer, thaneither of the other ) may be put 
upon the Hook, two or three together, and is 
fometimes ( to very great effect ) joyn’d toa 
worm, and fometimes to an Artificial Flie cto 
cover the point of the Hook 5 but isalways to 
be Angled with at the bottom, (when by it felf 
.. _ e{pe- 
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ot lap ) with the fineft Tackle , and is for 
all times of the year, the moft holding bait of 
md other whatever, both for Trout, and Gray- 
ing. : e a — 
- There are feveral ether baits befides thefe 
few I have nam’d you, which alfo do very 
great execution at the bottom, and fome that 
are peculiar to cérthin Countries, and Rivers, 
ot which every Angler may in his own place, 
make his own obfervation: and fome others 
that ¥do not.think fit to put yoy in,mind of, 
becaufé | would not corrupt you, .and would 
have you, aSin all things elfe 1 obferve you to 
be d very honeft Gentleman, a fair Angler. 
And fo much for thd fecond fort of Angling for 
a Trout at the bottom. | 
Viat. But Sir, 1 befeech you give me leave 
to ask you one queftion, Is there no art to be 
us’dto worms, to make them allurethe Fifh, 
and in a manner compel them to bite at the 
bain | 
Pife. Not that I know of} or did I know 
any fuchfecret, I would not ufe it my felf, and 
therefore would not teach it you. Though I 
will not deny to you, that in my younger days, 
I have made tryal of Oyl of Ofpray,Oyl of Ivy, 
Gamphire, Affa-fetida, juice of Nettles, and 
fevetal other devices that I was taught by feve- 


ral AnglersI met with, but could never find 


any advantage by them ; and can {carce believe 
H «there 
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there is any thing to be done that way, though 
I muft tell you [have feen fome men, who I 
thought went to work no more artificially than 
_ J, and have yet with the fame kind of worms 
2 had, in my own fight taken five , and fome- 
timesten for one. But we’! let that bufinefs a- 
lone if you pleafe 5 and becaufe we have time 
enough , and that I would deliver you from 
the trouble of any more Lectures, I will, if you . 
pleafe, proceed to the laft way of angling for a 
Trout or Grayling, which is in the middle ; 
after which I fhall have no more to trouble you 
with. | 

_- Viat, ?Tis no trouble,Sir,but the greateft fe 

tisfaction that can be, and I attend you. 


CHAP. 
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ISC. Angling in the middle then for a 
Trout or Grayling is of two forts, 


With a Pink or Minnow fora Trout: 3 
a Or 
‘With a Worm, Grub or Caddis fora 
Grayling. ae om 


For the firft,it is with a Minnow halfa foot, 
or a foot within the Sxperficies of the water , 
and as to the reft that concerns this fort of an- 
gling, 1 (hall wholly refer you to Mr.Walton’s 
direction, who is undoypbtedly the beft Angler 
witha Minnow in Eagland, only in plain 
‘truth I donot approve of thofe baits he keeps 
in fale, unlefs where the Living ones are not 
poffibly to be had (though I know he frequent- 
ly kills with them , and peradventure more, 
than withany other,nay I have feen him refufe 
a liying one for one of them) and much lefs of 
his artificial ones for though we doit with a 
counterfeit flie , me thinksit. fhould hardly be 
expected , that a man fhould deceive a fith 
with acounterfeit fith, Which having faid, I 
| ne: os thal 
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fhall only add,and that out of my own experi- 
ence, that I do believe a Bull-head, with his 
Guill-fins cut off ( at fome times of the year 
efp¢cially 1 to be a much better bait for a Trout, 
thana Minnew, and a Loach much better than 
that, to prove which T fhall only tell you 
that [have much oftner taken Trouts witha 
Bull-head og a Loach in their Fhroats(fdr there 
a Trout has queftionlefs his hrft digeftion Jthan 
a Minnow3;, and that one day efpecially having 
Angledea good ‘partof the day‘ with a Minnow, 
and that in as hopeful a day, ‘‘attd as fita wa- 
ter, as‘could be wifht for that purpofe, with- 
ont raifing.any one Fifh 5 . I at laft fell to’t with 
the worm, and ‘with that took ‘fourteen in a 
Very fhort pace, amongit all which, there was 
not to my semembraiicé, fo, much asone, that 
Fiad not a Loach or two, and fome of them 
three, four, five; and fix Loaches, in his throat 
and ftomach’;. from whencé I concluded, that 
had { Angled with that bait, Lhad made a no- 


ee 


table days work off, 
But after all;there’is a better way of Angling 
with a Minnow, than perhaps is fit either to 
teach or to pratices . to which I fhall .only 
add,that a Grayling will certainly rife at, and 
fometimes take a Minnow, though ic will be 
hard-to be believ’d by any one, who fhall confi- 
der the littlenefs of that Fifhes mouth, very 
unfit to take fo great a bait < but.is affirm’d by 
many, 


{ 
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many, that he will fometimes do it, and I my 

know it to.be true,for chough I never took 
a Graylingfe; yet a Man of mine once did,and 
within fo few paces of me, that J am as certain 
of it, as I can be of any thiog I did not fee, 
and ( which made it appear. the more ftrange) 
i Grayling was not above. eleven inches 
ong 


~—T mutt here alf heg leave of your Mafter, 


and mine, not tocontrovert, but to tell him , 
that I cannot confent to his way of throwing in 
his Rod to an overgrown Trout,and afterwards 
recovering his Fith with his Tackle. For 


- though I am fatisfied hehas fometimes done it, 


becaufe he fays fo; yet I have found it quite 
otherwife, and though Ihave taken with che 
Angle, I may fafely fay, fome thoufands of 
Trouts in my life, my top never {napt,though 
my Line {till continued faft. to the remaining 
part of my Rod (by fome lengths of Line 
curl’d round about my tops and there fafined 
with waxt filk, againft {uch an accident ) nor 
my hand never flackt, or flipt by any other 
chance, but I almoft always  infallibly 


lofi my Fifb, whether great, or little, though — 


my Hook came home again. And I have often 
wondred how a Trout fhould fofuddainly dif- 


engage hintfelf from {fo great a Hook, as that 
we bait with a: Minnow, and fo deep bearded, 


as thofe Hooks commonly:are, when I have- 
_ H 2 feen 


fo2 She Compleat Angler. Part. 11. 
feen by theforenam’d accidents,or the flipping 
of a knot’in the upper part of theLine, by 
fuddain, and hard ftriking, that though the 
Line has immediately been recover’d, almoft 
before it could be all drawn into the water, the 
Fith clear’d, and gone ina moment. And yét 
to juftifie what he fays,] have fometimes known 
a Trout, having carried away a whole Line, 
found dead three, or four. days. after with the 
Hook faft Ricking in him: bur then it isto be 
fuppos’d he had gorp’d it, whicha Trout will 
do, if you be not too quick with-him when he 
comes ata Minnow, as fure and much fooner 
thana Pike 5 and I my felf have alfo, once, or 
twicein my life, taken the fame Fifh with my 
own Flie fticking in his Chaps,that he had taken 
from me the day before, by the flipping of a 
Hook in the arming: but I am very confident 
va Trout will not. be troubled two hours with 
‘any Hook, that has fo much as one handful of 
Line‘lefe behind with it, or that is not ftruck 
through a bone,-if it. be in any part of his 
mouth only; nay, I do certainly know, that a 
Trout fo foon as ever he feels himfelf prickt, if 
the carries away the Hook, goes immediately 
tothe bottom, and will there root like a Hog 
upon the Gravel, till he either rubout, or | 
break the Hook inthe middle. Andfo much 
oe firft fort Of Angling in the’middle for’a 
rou wiwGoogle “2° 5°. 


The 
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The fecond way of Angling.in the middle, 
is-with a Worm, Grub, Caddis, or any 
other Ground-bait fora Grayling, and that is 
vvith a Cork, and a foot from the dottom, 
a Grayling taking it much better there, than 
at the bottom, as has been faid before s and 
this always in a clear water,and with the fineft 
Tackle. 

To which we may alfo, and vvith very 
good reafon, addthe third way of Angling 
by hand with a Ground-bait, as a third 
way of Fifhing in the middle, which is 
‘common to both Trout, and Grayling, and 
( as 1 faid before ) the beft way of Angling 
with a Worm, of all other I ever try’d whate- 
ver. 

And now Sir, I have faid all I can at 
prefent think of concerning ‘Angling for a 
Trout and Grayling; and I doubt nor, 
have tir’d you fufficiently: but I will give 
you no more trouble of this kind, whilft” 
you ftays vvhich 1 hope will be a good while 
longer. 

Viat. That will not be above a day lon- 
gcr; but if I live till May come twelve 
Month , you are fure of me again, either 
vvith my Matter Weltow , or without 
him, and in the mean time fhall ac- 
quaint him how much you have made of 
me for his fake, and ¥hope he loves me 

_  H¢ well 
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well enough, to thank you for jit. 

Pife | thall be glad Sir, of your grad 
Company .at the time you {peak of and thal 
be Joath to part with you now 3 but when you 
tell:me you-muft go, 1 will then wait upon 
you more Mileg on your way, thanI have 
tempted you out of it, and heartily with you a 
good Journey. 


-~@ 
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To wy moft Honoured Friend, 


Charles Cotton, Efq; 


SIR, 


bats Now fee, T have return’d you, your 
very pleafant, and ufefuldifcourfe of the 
Art of Flie-Fifhing, Printed, juft as twas fent 
me: for I have been fo obedient to your 
defires, as to endure all the praifes you 
have ventur'’d to fix upon me in it. And, 
when I have thankt you for them, as the effects 
of an undiffembled love: then, let me tell you 


Sir, that I will really endeavour to live up to | 


the Character you have given of me, if there 
Were no other reafon; yet for this alone, that 


"you, that love me fo well; and always think 


what you fpeak, may not,for my fake,{uffer by: 
amiftake in your Judgment. 

AndSir,I have ventur’d to filla part of your 
Margin, by way of Paraphrafe, for the Rea- 
ders clearer underftanding the tituation both 
of your Fifhing-Hoxfe, and the pleafantnefs of 
that youdwell in. And I ‘have ventur’d alfo 


_ togive him a Copy of Verfes, that, you were’ 


. pleas’d 
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pleas’d to fend me, now fome Years paft ; in 
which, he may fee a good Picture of both; 
and, fo much of your own mind too,. 2s,will 
make any Reader that is bieft with a Gene- 


rous Soul, to Jove you the better. Iconfefs, 


that for doing this, you may juftly Judg me too 
bold: if you do, I will fay fo too: and fo far 
commute for my offence, that, ghough I be 
more thana hundred Miles from you, and in 
the eighty third Year of my Age, yet I will 
forget both, and next Month begin a Pilgri- 
magetobeg your pardon, for, I would dye in 
your favour: and till then will live. | 


Sir, 


London, April. 
291b, 1676, 7 
| Your moft affectionate 


Father and F riend, 


Izaak Walton. 
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— THE 


RETIREMENT. 


Stanzes Irreguliers — 
Mr. LZAAK WALTON. 
| aca thon bufie World, and, may | 

a We never meet again: — 
Flere I can eat, and fleep, and pray, 
And do more good in one fhort day, 

Than be, who his whole Age out wears 
Upon the molt confpicuous beaters, | 
Where nought, bat vanity and vice appears. = g 


2. 


Good God! bow fweet are all things bere ! 
How beautiful the Fields appear! 
How cleanly, dowe feed and lye! 
Lo-d! what good bours do we keep ! 
How quietly we fleep! 
What peace, what unanimity! 
How innocent from the lewd fafhion, 
Is all our bufinefi, ali our recreation! 


Ob. 
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Ob, bow happy bere’s our leafure ! 
Ob, bow innocent our pleafure | 
Ob, ye Vallays, Ob ye Mountains ! . 
* Ob.ye Groves,and Chryftal Fountains, 
How I love at liberty, 
By turns, to come and vifit ye! - 


4. 


Dear folitude, the Souls beft friend, 
That Man, acquainted with himfelf dot make, 
And, all bis makers wonders to intend, 
With thee, I beve converfe at sill, 
| And would be glad todo fo ftill, 7 
, For, it is thow.alone shat keep’{t the Soul awake. 


5° 


How Calm, and quiet a delight, 
Is it, alone 7 
Toread, and meditate, and write 3 
By none offended, and, offending none ? 
To walk, ride, fit, or fleep at ones own eafe | 
And, pleafing a Mans felf,none other to dipleafe. 


Ob 


—~— 


v 


Chap. II Che Conipleat Anoter. ¥o9 


6. 


Ob my beloved Nympb fair Dove; 
Princefs of rivers, boro I love — 
Upon thy flowry Banks to lye, 
And view thy filver fiream, 
When guilded by aSummers beam! 
Andinit, all thy wanton fry 
Playing at liberty: 
And, with my Angle upon them 
The all of treachery 
Lever learnt induftrionfly to try. 


7- 


Such fireams,Romes yellowT yber cannot foow, 
The Iberian Tagus or Ligurian Po 
The Maufe, the Danube, and the Rhine 
pd pipe water all,compar’d with thine : 
Ana Loyres pure fireams yet too polluted aré 
With thine much purer to compare; 
The rapid Garonne, and the winding Seine, 
Are both too mean , 
Beloved Dove, with thee 
To vie priority 5 aa : 
Nay, Tame and Ifis, when conjoyn'd fubmit, 
And lay their Trophies at thy filver feer, 


ae 


Ob 
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Ob my beloved Rocks that rife - 
To awe the Earth, and brave the Skies : 
Froms fome afpiring Mountains crown, 
How dearly do I love, — 
Giddy with pleafure,to look down. (above! 
And fromthe vales, to view the noble beights 
Ob my beloved Caves! from dog-ftars heat, — 
And all anxieties, my fafe retreat | 
What fafety, privacy, what true delight, 
In th’ arsificial night, 
Your gloomy entrals make, 
Have I taken, do I take! 
How oft when grief has made me fly 
_ Ta hide me from fociety, 
Ever, of my deareft friends, bave I 
In your receffes friendly fhade 5 
| All my forrows open laid, 
And,my moft fecret woes entrujted to your. privacy! 
8) | | 10. : 


Lord! would men let me alone 5 
What an over happy one 
thould-I think my felf tobe! — 
' Might Tix this defart place 
€ Which moft Men in difcourfe difgrace ) 
Live but undiftyrb’d and free ' : 
| Here, 


| 
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: Here, in this defpis’d rece 
World I maugre Winters cold, 
And the Summers worft excefi, 
Ty, to live out to fixty full years old! 
And, all the while . | 
| Without an envious cyt, 
On any thriving under fortunes Iinite 
sail live end then, gontented be | 


FINIS. 


Courteous: Reader. 
OU may be pleas’d to take 
notice, thar at the Sign of 
the Three Trouts in Sr. Paul's 
Church-Yard, on the North fide, 
you may be fitted. with all forts of 
the beft Fifhing Tackle, by 


Jobn Margrave. 


